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O  Rl  (;  I  N  A  L  SERMON.  || 

BV  REV.  K.  TOWNSEND.  ' 

“Search  the Scripturcf.”— John  v:  39. 

Our  Lord  .Tesus  Christ  was  the  author  of  our, 
text,  and  the  Jews  were  the  persons  he  addressed. , 
As  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament  were  all  thei' 
revelation  which  they  had  in  possession  at  that  j 
time,  and  these  were  then  properly  the  Scrip- j! 
tiires.  these  and  these  alone  must  have  been  in- ,, 
tended.  We  shall  not,  in  this  stage  of  our  sub- 1 
ject,  attempt  to  prove  that  the  obligation  isj 
equally  binding  upon  us,  and  that  it  is  equally  > 
necessary  that  we  form  an  intimate  acquaintance,  I 
both  with  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  | 
and  the  New.  Wc  think  the  necessity  and  the 
propriety  of  this  course,  will  eientually  be  mani¬ 
fest  to  all.  We  do  not  say  that  the  Scriptures! 
are  the  only  revelation  which  we  have  from  God.  ij 
He  has  exhibited  his  wisdom,  his  goodness  and 
his  power,  in  the  living,  moving,  speaking  world  P 
which  surrounds  us.  Wc  need  cot  ascend  up  P 
into  heaven,  or  descend  into  the  lower  parts  of!' 
the  earth,  to  find  evidences  of  a  God,  or  to  learn  P 
that  his  powers  are  infinite.  Every  object  which  |{ 
surrounds  us,  from  the  mountain  to  the  mole  hill  | 
—from  the  grandest  to  the  humblest  of  nature’s 
works — are  witnesses  of  the  power,  and  the  wis-  ' 
doin,  and  the  goodness  of  their  great  Creator.  | 

But  how  came  we  to  form  these  conclusions; 
and  these  conceptions  of  a  God  ?  Thousands,, 
have  had  these  same  works,  these  same  evideii-  | 
ces  before  them,  and  yet  have  drawn  no  such  in-  ! 
ferences.  .  r 

The  answer  is  ready.  Revelation  pointed  us  ■ 
to  God — taught  us  to  look  upon  these  things  as' 
the  work  of  the  all-wise,  omnipotent  Creator;  and  ' 
wc  found  in  them  a  confirination.  an  assurance  of  P 
the  truth  of  Scripture,  while  the  Scriptures,  in  1; 
turn,  illustrated  and  explained  the  works  of  God.  || 

In  fact,  without  revelation,  the  book  of  nature,  ■ 
as  it  is  called,  had  been  a  volume  sealed  to  man.  | 
The  former  has  been  the  key  which  unlocked  tliej 
latter,  exhibited  it  to  the  view  of  man  in  all  its 
perfection,  its  gloty,  and  its  beauty,  and  enabled !' 
him  to  see  that  God  was  indeed  a  God  of  wisdom,  |j 
of  order,  of  harmony  and  love.  You  see  that' 
man  is  an  inhabitant  of  earth.  Yon  sec  too,  that ! 
he  is  subject  to  a  law  which  he  can  not  control. !' 
He  is  mortal,  and  must  die.  This,  and  a  thou- 1 
sand  evidences  of  a  superior  power,  have  convinc-  J 
ed  mankind  in  all  ages,  that  they  were  the  pro-  * 
ductioii  of  a  power  superior  to  themselves.  Now  '! 
among  those  who  are  destitute  of  revelation,  or 
having  it,  deny  its  te.achings,  what  account  do  we  ' 
have  of  the  origin  of  niuii  7  We  answer,  a  thousand 
contradictoiy  fables.  Take  the  account  of  the  n 
creation  as  recorded  in  the  Bible — take  it,  I  say, ' 
and  compare  it  candidly  with  any  and  all  other 
accounts  of  man’s  origin  ever  given  by  man,  and 
il  you  value  truth  or  consistency,  you  must  piefcr  i| 
the  former.  • 

But  I  am  to  consider  that  I  address  believeis' 
of  the  Scriptures— those  who  feel  and  acknow- 1 
ledge  their  dependence  upon  God — those  who  ^ 
recognize  the  sacred  volumes  as  a  revelation  from  : 
him,  one  which  is  able  to  make  them  wise  unto 
salvation,  and  which  contains  rules  for  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  our  conduct  in  all  the  events  and  cir-  !i 
enmstances  of  life.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  breth-  ■ 
ren,  that  even  among  professed  Christians,  the  j 
Bible  is  either  very  little  read,  or  else  read  much', 
to  very  little  purpose ;  for  it  is  obvious  to  every  J 
man,  even  of  limited  information,  that  no  one  i 
book  so  extensively  circulated,  is  so  little,  so  very  p 
imperfectly  understood.  Now  there  fs  sotue- ' 


where  a  cause  for  this.  I,  it  is  true,  may  be  in¬ 
correct  in  my  opinions,  still,  in  enforcing  the  duty 
of  our  text  upon  your  consideration,  I  can  not 
consistently,  with  my  appreeiation  of  duty,  avoid 
noticing  soiiio  of  those  reasons  why  men  do  not 
read  the  Word  of  God  more,  and  why  they  do ; 
not  understand  better  when  they  read. 

If  i  were  about  to  direct  a  peison  on  his  way,  i 
in  a  road  where  I  had  travelled,  I  should  be  likely,  | 
not  only  to  give  him  information  in  relation  to  the  | 
route  he  should  pursue,  but  also  such  cautions  as ! 
my  own  experience  or  observation  should  dictate,  j 
If  I  had  been  misled  from  want  of  caution  or  de-  I 
ceptive  appearances,  or  had  seen  others  mistake 
the  road  at  some  one  point,  I  should  endeavor  to^ 
give  him  such  information  as  would  prevent  him 
from  being  turned  aside  from  his  route  by  similar 
causes.  | 

This  is  the  course  I  intend  to  jiursue  upon  the ; 
present  occasion.  I  have  been  some  times  a  I 
reader  of  the  Bible,  when  I  felt  and  knew  that  I 
did  not  understand  it ;  and  I  supposed  that  I 
never  should,  until  it  pleased  God  to  perform 'j 
something  he  had  left  undone.  I  have  read  it. 
too,  when  I  found  little  in  it  but  seeming  con- L 
tradictions,  and  I  have  left  it  unread,  because,  to  j 
speak  plainly,  I  hated  to  read  it  I  1  have  seen 
and  conversed  with  others  in  similar  situations —  ' 
have  heard  them  express  their  opinions  and  feel- 
iugs,  and  from  these  sources,  have  made  up  my  ; 
mind  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  men’s  indilfer- 1' 
ence  to  the  Scriptures— their  want  of  understand- 1| 
ing  of  the  Bible,  and  their  rejection  of  the  Word  of  | 
God.  |l 

One  reason  of  the  indifference  of  men  to  tl  c  i 
Scriptures,  and  their  dislike  to  the  Bible,  is,  I  I 
believe,  to  be  found  in  their  early  education. — !, 
Ifou  have  all  noticed  how  much  children  dislike 
study,  as  a  general  thing — especially  studying  I 
what  they  do  nut  understand — and  how  eagerly  : 
they  engage  in  the  ordinary  sports  of  youth. —  |l 
Now  it  is  an  incontrovertible  fact,  that  the  mind  '' 
requires  its  exercise  as  well  as  the  body  ;  and  if  j 
the  exercises  piuvided  for  the  mind  were  as  well  ' 
adapted  to  its  wants,  and  as  judiciously  selected, 
ar  bodily  exeicisc  is,  the  person  would  engage  in 
it  with  corresponding  eagerness.  Let  a  man  seed  >; 
his  boys  to  the  field  to  play  ball,  day  after  day  in  , 
succession — let  them  be  lequired  to  continue 
their  sports  without  cessation,  except  fur  meals  || 
and  sleep,  and  how  long  do  you  think  it  would  ' 
be,  before  they  would  beg  and  entreat  to  go  to  j 
school  to  study,  or  to  labor  upon  the  farm  ! —  : 
Take,  yourself,  a  dictionary,  or  a  city  directory,  | 
and  sit  down  and  try  how  long  you  can  amuse  || 
yourself  by  learning  a  succession  of  words  or  , 
names.  When  you  have 'become  tired,  throw  it  . 
aside,  and  note  the  time  that  has  elapsed.  Try  ' 
again  the  same  experiment  with  some  bou'a  which  '! 
you  understand,  and  which  interests  your  feel¬ 
ings,  and  maik  how  long  it  will  be  befuie  ; 
you  become  wearied.  Now,  a  book  which  a' 
child  does  not  understand,  is  .as  barren  of  inter¬ 
est,  as  insipid,  as  tiresome,  as  disgusting  to  him, 
as  a  dictionary  was  to  you. 

Again— you  do  not  expect  that  a  child — a  boy 
often  or  twelve  years — wdl  be  able -to  perform  as 
much  labor  in  the  field,  as  a  full  grown  man. — 
Neither  ought  to  expect  that  his  mind  will  h  ive 
the  strength  and  capacity  of  maturer  years. — 
Therefore  a  study  may  have  interest  tor  you, 
which  has  none  for  him. 

Once  more.  I  think  it  very  probable  that  you 
might,  for  .i  week,  or  a  d.ay,  interest  yourself  in 
the  house  of  the  Piesuleni  of  the  United  .States,  i: 
iu  viewing  ilie  house,  its  different  apartincuts,  its 


I  furniture,  pictiiies,  etc.,  etc.,  pass  the  time  very 
^  agreeably.  But  let  bolts,  and  bars,  and  locks 
be  put  to  the  doors,  and  I  doubt  not  you  would 
be  making  efforts  to  get  out,  in  less  than  an  hour. 
Well— the  secret  of  all  this  is,  you  like  to  be  led, 
and  dislike  to  be  driven. 

Still,  again — you  h<tvc  appetite,  and  perhaps 
prefer  a  particular  kind  of  food.  You  would, 
however,  dislike  vciy  much  to  be  continually 
kept  upon  it,  or  to  e.it  an  excessive  quantity  at  a 
meal.  Let  me  also  say,  that  the  mind  has  its 
wants— its  appetites,  if  you  please— but  still  they 
are  limited,  and  demand  variety.  Now,  for  one 
moment  look  at  the  course  pursued  with  children 
in  their  religious  instruction.  The  Bible  is  put 
into  a  child’s  hands,  and  he  is  commanded  to 
commence  and  read  it  through  in  course,  or  re¬ 
quired  to  read  a  certain  number  of  verses  or  chap¬ 
ters,  some  where,  every  day.  Reading  is  what  is 
required — but  understanding  is  another  question. 
New  suppose  that  the  child  absolutely  reads  as  is 
required  of  him.  lie  performs  it  as  a  task  ;  it  is, 
in  fact,  ;o  him,  a  task  of  the  most  irksome  kind. 
He  reads,  just  as  you  could  con  over  so  many 
words  in  a  dictionary — anxious  to  get  through,  thgt 
he  may  mix  in  the  sports  and  iilays  of  his  com¬ 
panions.  .Soon  the  child  begins  to  view  every 
hour  and  moment  devoted  to  reading  as  so  much 
subtracted  from  his  time  for  amusement,  and 
actually  wishes  there  was  no  Bible  for  him  to 
stuily  !  I  have  known  instances  (more  than  one) 
where  a  child  has  been  compelled,  as  a  punish¬ 
ment  for  a  fault,  to  comtnit  a  certain  number  of 
verses  to  memory,  from  the  New  Testament!— 
And  can  you  wonder  that  children  thr.s  dealt 
with,  should  regard  a  similar  task  as  a  punish¬ 
ment,  under  other  circumstances  ?  In  looking 
at  the  first  lesson  selected  for  Sunday  school 
children,  some  time  since,  I  found  that  the  first 
chapter  cf  John  had  been  selected  for  them  to 
commit  to  memory.  It  begins— “  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Woril  was  with  God, 
and  the  Woid  was  God.”  Certainly  there  is  very 
little  in  the  first  part  of  the  chapter  in  the  least 
graduated  to  the  capacities  of  a  chil.i  ;  and  it  was 
probably  selected,  not  on  account  of  its  interest, 
but  because  it  furnished  alleged  proof  of  a  fea- 
tuie  of  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity.  Now  the  doc¬ 
trine  itself,  is,  by  the  acknowledgement  of  its  ad¬ 
vocates,  a  mystery — incomprehenaible — and  this 
we  may  say,  fairly  represents  the  course  pursued, 
as  well  as  the  character  of  the  instruction  com- 
riiunic.iled.  So  far  as  the  child  is  concerned,  it 
is  to  him  a  mystery,  and  the  result  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  is  generally  the  committing  of  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  incom|)rehensible  passages  to  memory, 
without  any  knowledge  of  the  beauty  and  barmo- 
ny  of  Chrisiianity  as  a  perfect  system. 

But  it  niny  bo  said,  that  unwearied  pains  are 
often  made  use  of  by  parents,  in  order  to  explain 
what  is  read  by  their  children.  I  know  it.  But 
how  is  the  parent  to  explain  lo  the  child,  that 
which  he  does  not  himself  understand  7  This,  I 
venture  lo  say,  is  the  case  with  at  least  a  majority 
of  parents  who  pursue  this  course. 

I  know  from  experience,  that  when  I  discovered 
what  I  believed  was  inconsistent,  or  attempted  to 
obiaiu  information  in  relation  to  some  of  the  dark 
points  of  Calvinism,  my  inquiries  were  gene¬ 
rally  met  with  the  assurance,  that  the  carnal 
mind  could  nut  understand  these  things— or  as¬ 
tonishment  was  visibly  manifested,  that  I  should 
presume  to  question  any  thing  which  God  bad 
revealed,  and  that  was  so  plainly  taught  in  the 
Assembly’s  Shorter  Catechism.  1  would  not  have 
any  oue  imbjhc  the  impression  that  I  am  aveisu' 
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to  a  child’s  reading  the  Scriptures,  or  to  his  re-jj  Again — men  have  been  informed  that,  upon  re-  : 

ceiving  religious  instruction.  No.  I  would  as  ligious  subjects,  they  had  no  tight  to  reason- 
soon  advocate  the  propriety  of  their  being  brought  •  they  must  receive  them  just  as  they  were,  without 
up  in  Ignorance,  because  schools  bad  been  mis-  ■  question.  But  how  is  a  man  to  read,  think,  or 
managed.  The  truth  is,  the  mind  requires  exer-  judge,  without  the  exercise  of  his  reasoning  fac- 
cise.  The  religious  feelings  implanted  in  the  ,  ulties  ?  Let  him  lay  them  aside,  and  what  is  he  ? 
human  bosom,  will  have  scope.  Let  them  then '  An  idiot,  a  brute ! — no,  not  a  brute,  but  far  be¬ 
have  a  right  direction — let  the  Bible  be  put  into  neaih  him,  lor  be  it  known  to  all  men,  that  even 
the  hands  of  the  child — let  him  be  directed,  from  brutes  reason.  Then,  talk  not  of  a  man’s  laying 
time  to  time,  to  such  portions  as  he  can  under-  aside  his  reason,  and  believing.  You  might,  as 
stand,  with  the  conviction,  that  a  little  read  and  un- 1,  consistently,  call  upon  a  dead  man  to  converse,  or , 
detstood,  IS  better  than  much  committed  to  mem-  !  walk  with  you.  | 

ory,  when  he  is  ignorant  of  its  meaning.  Give  It  is  the  part  of  a  reasonable  man  to  do  business 
the  young  the  means  of  religious  instruction—  methodically — with  some  kind  of  system.  We' 
give  them  such  means  as  are  adapted  to  their  ca- 1  will  suppose,  then,  you  wish  to  be  informed  in  re- 1 
pacities — encourage  iiu|uiry,  listen  to  their  ob- 1  lation  to  the  character  of  (iod.  You  take  the  Bible  1. 
jeetions,  manifest  less  anxiety  to  indoctrinate  them  and  learn,  that  God  is  almighty  in  power,  infinite  I! 
in  particular  views  and  opinions,  and  more,  that  in  wisdom,  in  goodness,  in  justice,  in  mercy  and  in 
they  may  be  upright,  undeistanding  Christians.  |  truth.  Now  you  have  a  stamlard  by  which  you  | 
People  may  speculate  as  they  will  upon  the  causes  may  try  every  doubtful  or  questionable  passage  in  ' 
of  infidelity — may  talk  as  they  will  about  men’s  the  Scriptures — for  no  one  can  be  so  interpreted 
hating  the  Scriptures  on  account  cf  their  doc-!  as,  in  the  least,  to  infringe  upon  the  character  of 
trines — but  I  never,  as  yet,  knew  a  man  who  liked  ,  .Ichovah.  Suppose,  for  an  instance,  you  should 
to  read  any  book  that  he  did  not  understand  ;  and  ;  find  some  passage  in  your  reading,  which  should 
I  feel  morally  certain,  that  no  method  could  have  be  claimed  as  proof  of  the  final  defeat  of  the  Al- 
beeii  adopted,  better  calculated  to  induce  men  to  mighty.  You  try  it  by  the  standard.  God  isal-' 
hate  the  Scriptuies,  than  the  course  which  has  mighty  in  power — almighty  power  can  not  be  de-l 
been  pursued  with  many  of  the  children  in  our,  feated — for  there  can  be  no  power  except  what 
country.  emanated  from,  and  is  inferior  to  him.  Theques-f 

I  lament  the  indilferonce  among  mankind  in  re-  ‘'on  is  settled,  and  a  new  meaning  sought  for  the 
gard  to  religion — I  deplore  the  disposition  which  disputed  passage.  I  might  pursue  this  subject 'j 
is  leading  many  to  scepticism — but  truth  requires  ^  supposing  cases  which  you  must  try 

that  1  say,  that  1  am  convinced  that  much  of  this  ^'y  goodness,  the  w  isdom,  justice  and  mercy  I' 
is  to  be  justly  attributed  to  the  injmlicioiis  method  ^  leave  it,  remarking,  that  it  must  ' 

which  has  been  too  cenerally  pursue.l  with  the  ever  be  remembered,  that  the  attributes  of  God  so 
youth  of  the  land.  "  *  harmoni/,e,  that  he  is  just  without  being  unirier- 

1  would  have  ihc  youth  obey  the  injimcti.an  of 

our  text,  and  “  .'Search  the  Scriptures”  ;  for  I  am  I  I’l'e  character  of  God— the  nature  and  object 
confident  that  if  there  be  indilference  among  them  of  nioral  government- the  intention  and  end  I' 

in  relation  to  this  important  subject,  it  arises  from  of  the  mission  of  the  Saviour— man’s  duty,  and 
the  errors  of  education— from  opinions  gioundcti  f'""l  destiny,  constitute  the  importaut  ami  great 
in  mistaken  iile.is  of  t!ie  doctrines  ami  trmlis  com-  leading  truths  of  revelation.  These  are  such  .as 
miniicated  in  the  sacred  volume,  i  can  well  re- '  every  one  is  interested  in;  and  a  knowledge  o( 
member  when  1  thought  that,  to  be  religious,  was  ‘I'ese  truths  may  be  acquired  from  the  .Scriptures 
lo  be  gloomy,  unsocial,  and  uiili.ippy— to  engage  '»  less  time  than  what  is  generally  sjicnt  in 
ill  tasks  and  duties  of  the  most  unpleasant  kind-—  idleness,  every  season.  Do  not  understand 
to  pursue  i  path  planted  with  thorns,  ami  to  deny  '"y  friends,  to  say,  that  a  man  may  ai-ipiir® 

myself  all  iimocciit  mirth  and  pleasurable  enjoy-  all  the  knowledge  he  will  ever  need  in  any  given 
meiit.  But,  alas,  how  much  did  1  misconceive  fine.  I  mean,  that  he  can  ac(|uiie  sullicienl 
and  misumlerslaiid  the  character  of  my  he.ivenly  knowledge  to  have  ait  umlerstamimg  faith  upon 
Fallier  !  lie  promised  peace  in  his  service— as-  subjects;  and  when  he  has  done  this,  1  have 

sured  me  that  wisdom’s  wavs  were  ways  of  pleas-  »o  I'o's  but  what  he  will  make  the  word  of  (,’cui 
.mtiicss,  and  I  foolislilv  sought  it  in  violating  his  tl'»*  uf  his  counsel— it  will  be  a  new  book  to 
laws— ill  being  the  aui’lior  of  mv  ov  ii  misery,  ami  I''"',  ^’nd  he  will  womlcr  how  he  could  ever  have 
then  fretted  against  his  piovidcnee,  because  I  read  so  much  of  the  goodness  ami  love  of  God, 
was  disappointed  !  We  do  not  see  a  person  seek-  ""'I  "ever  have  observed  it  bcfoie  !  Children  do 
iiig  enjoyment,  l.v  foolislilv  tiirnstiug  lus  hand  nr  not  like  to  read  books  that  they  do  not  uiider- 
aim  into  the  heal'  d  am!  glowing  einliers.  And  stand,  and  men  are  but  ehildrcu  of  larger  growtii. 
why  ?  We  answer,  because  he  l;:is  learned  that  6'“  let  them  once  begin  to  learn,  begin  to  nnder- 
10 'lo  this,  would  be  lo  burn  himself  and  cause  him  s'and  and  feel  inleresicd,- ami  they  do  not  need 
pain.  Now,  who  would  say,  that  it  would  b-  a  driving  or  urging  to  the  task. 

liardship  to  render  obedience  to  a  law  w  inch  slioubl  One  reason  among  the  many,  w  hy  the  .Scrlp- 

lequire  him  lo  abstain  iVom  making  himself  mis-  turcs  arc  not  leail  more,  ami  better  understood 
erablc  ?  We  answer,  no  one.  Yet  such  is,  m  when  read,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  very 
realiiy,  the  language  of  every  one.  who  supposes  many  expect,  that  at  some  favorable  period,  God 
his  jdeasures  are  to  be  circumscribed  by  obeying  will  so  open  their  umierslaiidmgs,  that  in  a  very 
lehovah.  God,  my  fnemis,  is  not  a  lyr.mi  !  He  slioit  time,  ami  with  very  little  trouble  on  their 
asks  no  service  (Vomyou.  w  ithout  some  iniciitioii,  pait,  they  shall  be  able  to  know  all  that  is  ucces- 
and  the  object  of  demanding  your  service  is  your  sary  to  be  known,  (at  least  all  lliat  is  necessary  to 
good,  lie  requires  you  to  abstain  from  nothing,  be  known  to  get  to  heaven.)  whicli  seems  lo  be 
i)iit  whatyourown  good  jmlginent  would  lead  you  the  alplia  and  omega  ofilicu  labors.  There  never 
to  acknowledge  you  must  abstain  from,  to  secure  was  an  idea  more  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
present  enjoyment.  If  yon  do  not  alre.^dy  know  mankind,  than  the  idea  of  the  miraculous  inter- 
ihis,  I  wonbl  beseech  you  to  “search  the  .Scrip-  p'jsi'ion  of  divine  I’rovideiice  at  this  age  of  the 
lures,”  and  see  if  these  things  arc  not  si' — see  if  world.  I  firmly  believe  in  an  ovetriilmg,  snper- 
you  have  not  misconceived  his  character,  and  done  inicmimg  Providence,  but  yet  every  person  knows 
injustice  to  your  heavenly  Father.  that  the  age  of  miracles  passed  about  eighteen 

Very  many,  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  err  from  ceninries  since, 
want  of  method.  They  read  a  little  here.  to-dr,y  It  is  true  that  in  iho  apostolic  age,  the  preach- 
— a  little  thcie  to-morrow- ;  and  next  day.  :t  litile  ers  of  our  Lord’s  Gospel  spoke  w  ith  new  tongues, 
somewhere  else.  They  do  not  lake  into  consul-  so  that  the  dwellers  of  ditferent  countries  heard 
eration,  that  one  part  of  the  Scriptures  was  aJ-  in  their  own  language  of  the  wonderful  works  of 
diessed  to  one  people,  and  another  to  another —  God.  God  listened  to  their  prayers,  and  when 
that  their  situations  and  circumstances  were  often  they  laid  hands  on  the  sick  they  were  healed, 
diflerent,  and  required  a  difi'erent  course  of  in-  But  who  performs  such  miiacles  now  ?  We  an- i 

struction.  swer,  no  one.  The  truth  is,  the  age  of  miracles 


terminated  with  the  circumstances  which  called 
for  them.  If  a  man  now  wishes  to  preach  in 
Greek,  he  must  first  learn  Greek  ;  and  notwith¬ 
standing  the  much  which  has  been  said  about 
men  preaching  the  Gospel  who  were  ignorant 
they  have,  by  their  ignorance,  convinced  mankind 
that  they  could  commuuicaic  what  they  had 
leained,  and  nothing  more. 

.Suppose,  brethren,  that  a  man  should  neglect 
to  till  the  soil,  and  sow  the  seed,  in  the  |)roper 
season  to  commit  it  to  the  bosom  of  the  earth 
and  should  then  set  his  empty  casks  in  the  field 
and  pray  to  God  to  fill  them.  Men  would  chari¬ 
tably  conclude,  that  the  person  was  insane.  For 
no  one  would  suppose  that  one  in  sound  mind, 
could  expect  that  God  would  work  a  miracle  to 
encourage  indolence.  I  woubJ  ask,  can  a  person 
in  this  land  of  Bibles,  surrounded  by  the  means 
of  instruction,  suppose  that  God  will  miraculously 
reward  him  for  disobeying  the  solemn  injunction 
of  our  text  ? 

1  readily  ad.nit  that  some  have  greater  capaci¬ 
ties  for  Icaining  than  others.  Some  haveagieater 
aptitude  for  teaching — greater  powers  of  oratory 
— and  some  less.  But  if  it  be  a  miracle  that  men 
of  one  profession  are  thus  constituted  and  gifted. 
It  is  equally  a  miracle  in  others.  In  truth,  breth¬ 
ren,  you  have  the  Scriptures,  and  you  cannot  un¬ 
derstand  them  without  scarchins;,  any  more  than 
you  can  understand  science  wiiliout  study. 

Another  reason  why  men  do  not  understand  the 
Scriptures,  is,  because  they  do  not  search  them 
for  that  pui  pose.  Such  a  declaration  may  appear, 
at  first  sight,  rash  and  iinwarrantuble.  Very  many 
in  our  land,  read  the  .Scriptures  very  little,  if  any. 
after  they  airive  at  manhood  or  womanhood — un- 
ti'  they  become  mcmlieis  of  a  particular  sect. — 
Tlien,  when  they  have  joined  the  church,  profes¬ 
sed  Its  faith,  and  most  solemnly  obligated  them¬ 
selves  to  believe  and  defend  it — then  they  begin 
to  read.  If  their  minds  were  not  maile  up  >n  re¬ 
lation  to  the  teachings  of  the  word  of  God,  they 
solemnly  subscribed  to  a  falsehood.  If  they  were. 
I  need  not’say,  that  very  many  have  decided  a  most 
solemn  question  with  far  less  consideration  than 
they  would  give  to  a  project  requiring  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  ten  dollars.  But  the  question  is  deciilcd 
— the  Bible  is  read — and  no  reasonable  person  can 
wonder  that  t!ie  judgment  should  be  biassed  by 
the  force  of  these  previous  opinions.  1  liave  been 
frequently  p-iiiicd  by  the  declarations  of  individu¬ 
als  of  this  class,  and  tlieii  sweeping  denunciations 
of  all  who  presumed  to  disagree  with  them,  or 
question  their  the'jry.  Their  misquotations  o( 
the  Bible — their  utter  ignorance  of  revelation, 
their  knowledge  cxtemling  often  not  even  to  a  de¬ 
fence  of  a  single  article  of  their  faiili,  is  calcula¬ 
ted  lo  excite  no  very  pleasing  emotions  in  the 
mind  of  a  lover  of  Christianity.  But  while  they 
arc  so  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of  ilie  truth,  wc 
cannot  anticipate  any  very  bright  exhibitions  of  the 
graces  or  tlie  charity  of  a  Christian  faith.  To  such 
pi'isons  we  have  only  lo  say,  “search  the  Scrip¬ 
tures”  ;  and  if  it  should  please  (Jod  to  incline 
their  hearts  unto  wisdom,  wc  feel  confident  that 
they  would  be  less  dugiiiatieal  in  their  assertions, 
and  more  charitable  to  all  who  differ  iVom  them. 

Brethren.  It  is  our  duty  to  “search  the  .Scrip¬ 
tures.”  When  I  say  iliat  tt  is  our  duly,  I  would 
be  understood  that  tliere  are  good  reasons  why  we 
should  do  it,  and  tha^we  shall  reap  a  reward  for 
our  labors.  We,  it  is  true,  understand  the  moral 
government  of  God — realize  that  If  is  paternal — 
that  he  is  our  Father,  and  the  Father  of  all  intel- 
ligencies.  We  reganl  him  as  infinite  in  perfec¬ 
tion,  and  believe  tliat  his  name  and  nature  are 
are  Love.  We  look  upon  Jesus  Clirist  as  our 
Saviour,  and  the  .Saviour  of  all  mankind.  We 
look  back  to  God  as  our  origin,  and  to  heaven  as 
our  peaceful  and  eternal  home.  We  have  been 
taught,  too,  from  the  blessed  pages  of  revelation, 
that  God  rules  and  governs  in  the  earth — that  his 
kind  and  overruling  providence  continually  watch¬ 
es  over  his  creatures  for  good — that  even  our  sor¬ 
rows  have  been,  by  his  kindly  hand,  tempered  in 
the  soft  fountain  of  pity,  and  arc  evidencc.s  of  .a 
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Father’s  care  and  a  Father’s  love.  But  all  we  '  ground.  Pliny  tells  of  a  theatre  in  Rome,  which 'I 
have  learned  of  God — all  our  studies  and  discov-i  was  so  constructed  as  to  depend  on  one  hinge;  I 
cries  •  serve  to  remind  us  that  there  is  an  infinite  so  that  he  wondered  at  the  madness  of  the  people  !j 

field  before  us _ one  which  we  can  contemplate  in  venturing  into  a  place,  the  safety  of  which  was 

with  joy  unspeakable  while  life  shall  last,  and  m  so  uncertain.  Had  that  hinge  failed,  he  says; 
which  wc  may  range  throughout  the  wasteless  ,  “  more  people  would  be  killed  than  at  the  battle 
ages  of  eternity.  But,  brethren,  we  did  not  make  of  Canme.”  Shaw  says  that  he  saw,  in  Algiers,  ■ 
these  discoveries  without  exertion,  and  exertion  is  buildings  in  the  foim  of  a  large  pent-house,  sup- 1 
the  |)rice  cf  new  and  higher  attainments.  We  ported  by  only  one  or  two  pillars;  on  which  were 
need  the  knowledge  which  we  have  acquired,  for  many  hundreds  of  people,  diveiting  themselves  , 
our  own  consol  ition,  our  own  comfort  and  sup-  with  exhibitions  in  the  court  below, 
port.  We  need  it,  too,  in  the  instruction  of  oiii  :  It  appears  on  the  whole,  that  Samson  was  a  man 
children;  for,  be  it  known  to  all,  if  we  neglect  endowed  with  great  muscular  strength;  of  which  , 
them,  there  arc  those  who  will  take  advantage  of  his  killing  the  lion  and  carrying  off  the  gates  of 
our  slothfulness,  to  sow  the  tares  of  error  in  their  il  Gaz.i,  is  abundant  proof.  But  the  common  or 
tender  minds.  We  have  the  means — abundant  vnigar  opinion,  that  his  strength  lay  in  his  hair, 
means,  and  these, judiciously  applied,  will  render  (as  it  is  expressed,)  is  certainly  erroneous;  al- 
thc  study  of  the  Scriptures  interesting  and  plea-  though  when  his  hair  was  cut  oil',  his  strength  de- 
surable  to  the  voutli  of  our  families.  We  need  parted.  Butthisonlyprovcs,thattheDivincBe- 
ihis  knowledge,  too,  for  other  purposes.  We  are,  ing  from  whom  he  derived  his  strength,  saw  fit, 
as  Christians,  comiiianded  to  be  alw,ays  ready  to  when  this  was  done,  to  take  it  from  him.  It  did 
give  a  reason  for  our  hope.  The  circumstances  not  return  again  with  the  growth  of  his  hair,  as 
of  the  world  aiound  us,  as  well  as  our  situation,  some  suppose;  as  may  be  seen  by  consulting 
require  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  chapter  Itith,  verse  28th. 

.\sscrlions  may  pass  with  some,  as  scriptural  lea- 
sons  ;  but  from  us,  men  ask  evidence,  and  we  ex¬ 
pect  to  give  it.  More  than  this — we  are  often 
compelled,  not  otily  to  defend  our  own  faith,  but 
also  to  rectify  the  misquotations  of  those  who  as¬ 
sail  us. 

Brethren,  these  considerations,  and  a  multitude 
of  otheis  which  might  be  named,  admonish  us 


For  the  Magazine  and  Advocate. 
<  N  C  O  N  S  I  S  T  E  N  C  I  »•:  S  . 

BY  REV.  O.  WILCOX. 


To  my  Partialist  brethren  1  will  say,  do  you 
not  think  that  the  person  who  professes  to  believe 
in  a  God  that  is  good  unto  all,  and  th.at  will  for¬ 
ever  bless  all  his  children,  is  inconsistent  and 
that  it  is  our  duty — to  ourselves,  to  the  cause  of  even  hypocritical,  when  he  calls  on  thissameGod 
of  Christianity,  and  to  the  world — to  “  search  the  to  damn,  or  send  to  hell,  a  part  of  them  ? 

The  answer  will  be,  “yea.”  Let  me  now  i 
turn  to  my  Universalist  brethren  and  s.iy.  Do  you  ■ 
not  think  that  there  is  great  want  of  consistency, 
and  a  show  of  hypocrisy  in  the  conduct  of  those 
persons  who  profess  to  believe  in  a  God  that  has 
made  a  hell  in  which  he  is  determined  to  torment 
some  of  his  children,  without  mercy  and  without 
end  ?  And  still  they  arc  laboring,  beseeching 
and  praying  this  same  God  to  save  all.  Here 
ngoin  ihc  iinswer  will  bo,  “yes.”  That  there  is 
inconsistency  in  the  profession  and  practice  of 
both  these  classes  of  individuals,  will,  I  think,  be 


.Scriptures.’ 

For  tVe  Magazine  and  Advocate 

Til  E  01,0  (5  If  At.  0  1,  KAMNtiS  FROM  V  A- j 
Riot’s  A  IT  HORS.  Il 

BV  REV.  E.  E.  OflLD. 

NUMBER  EIGHT. 

.luDOES. — This  book  has  its  name  from  its  con¬ 
taining  the  history  of  transaci’oiis,  during  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  Isiaelites  by  temporary  judgis,  be-  jj 
fore  that  of  kings  ;  from  the  death  of  Joshua  to 


the  time  of  Samuel.  It  comprises  the  history  of 

about  three  hundred  years,  and  is  thought  to  have  **  caiulid  persons, 

been  written  by  .Samuel.  It  was  evidently  written  i|  humer  believe  Gad  to  be  too  good  to  an¬ 

swer  their  requests  for  him  to  damn  to  hell  those 
that  they  call  on  him  to  send  there ;  and  there¬ 
fore  they  act  the  pait  of  hypocrites  in  making  the 
request.  .\nd  the  latter  believe  him  to  be  loo 
bad  to  save  those  whom  they  pray  him  to  save  ; 
and  therefore  their  prayers  arc  faithless.  In 
short,  the  one  says,  in  elfect,  if  I  could  persuade 
Abimeleck  and  the  .Shechemites,  is  saiil  to  have  God  to  be  as  good  as  rnyselt,  he  wotild  convert 
been  produced  by  his  sending  an  evil  spirit  among  save  all  those  poor,  miserable  beings.  And 
them.  We  are  not  to  infer  from  this,  that  it  was  passionate  and  re- 

aciiially  a  personal  evil  being  which  was  em 


before  the  taking  of  Jerusalem  by  David,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  chapicr  i :  21. 

Judges,  ix  :  23. — “  Then  God  sent  an  ecil  spirit 
between  ,\bimelcck  and  the  men  of  Shcchein,’'A:c. 

We  here  find  the  first  mention  of  an  evil  spirit. 
Every  tiling  being  by  the  sacred  writers  ascribed 
to  the  providence  of  God.  this  Jissention  between 


ployed  vengeful  as  myself,  he  would  damn  a  large  por- 
ani  to  ificm.  Now  I  wish  to  propose  a  remedy 


quarrel  without  any  supernatural  instigation. 

Judges,  l.jth  and  IGth  chapters. — Tlieic  are  va¬ 
rious  opinions  respecting  the  account  contained 
111  these  chapters  of  the  exp-loits  of  Samson. — 
That  there  >3  some  mistake  in  the  translation  is 
generally  coticeded  by  the  learned.  Dr.  Priestly 
says,  respecting  the  fox  story,  that  the  word  trans¬ 
lated  fox  should  have  liceii  transh'lcd  jackalls. 


for  both  these  inconsistencies.  Let  those  profes¬ 
sed  Universalists  believe  in  and  worship  the  Par- 
lialist  representations  of  God.  and  then  they  can 
have  the  pleasure  of  believing  in  a  God  who  is  as 
bad  as  themselves,  and  can  call  on  liiiii  to  damn 
their  neighbors  in  good  faith.  And  let  those 
better  hearted  Partialists  believe  in,  and  wor^llip 
God,  as  set  forth  by  Universalists.  and  then  they 


which  he  says  were  very  numerous  m  that  conn-  the  pleasure  of  praying  “  in  faith,  noth- 

try,  and  may  be  cattahi  in  great  nuinber.s.  0th- 1|  Sj^'^ation  of  all  nien.— 

ers  are  of  the  opinion  that  Samson  took  two  . .  * . 

sheaves  of  wheat,  and  tied  them  together,  and  put 
a  firebrand  between  them,  and  threw  them  among 
the  standing  corn  or  grain  of  the  Philistines.  Jt 
is  said  that  two  sheaves  of  wheat,  tied  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  were  called  foxes.  ! 

In  regard  to  the  one  thousatid  men,  said  to  have  ^ 
been  slain  by  .Samson  wiili  the  jaw-bone  of  an  ass, ' 

Priestly  says,  “  It  shouted  be — ‘he  smote  them, 
killing  some  and  dispersing  the  rest.’” 

The  great  destiuction  of  the  Philistines,  wliirh  ' 
took  place  at  the  falling  of  the  temple,  (for  such  I  are  they  brought  to  this  knowledge  and  cliangcd 
•ho  budding  was,)  is  not  improbable;  as  these  ,,  from  hatred  to  love — from  wickedness  to  holiness  ? 
temples  were  something  constructed  so  as  to  he  j  Arc  there  idolaters  in  heaven  ?  If  not,  where  are 
made  to  rest  on  two  jiiilars,  the  removal  of  which,  ■  they  made  acquainted  with  the  living  God,  and 
would  cause  the  whol  j  to  instantly  fall  to  the'  born  of  the  spirit  ? 


Brethren,  try  the  exchange,  and  if  you  reap  no 
other  advantage  front  it,  you  will  have  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  being  consistent  in  your  piufcssiun  and 
practice. 

Fotclrr,  St.  Laicrence  county,  X.  Y. 

For  the  Ma^azinf  and  Advoratc. 

QUERIES. 

BV  REV.  R.  THORSTOM. 

If  the  heathen,  who  die  ignorant  of  the  Gaspe 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  aie  saved;  when 


Do  Limitarians  believe  in  the  future  happiness 
of  those  who  live  and  die  heathens  ? 

If  they  do  not,  arc  they  not  damning  them  for 
not  doing  impossibility — for  not  believing  in 
Christ,  of  whom  they  have  not  heard,  and  for 
not  accepting  his  salvation,  when  it  was  never  of¬ 
fered  them  ! 

If  they  do,  are  they  not  criminals  in  sending 
the  Gospel  to  them,  and  thereby  giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  reject  to  their  eternal  ruin  ?  Are 
they  not  cursing  them  with  the  means  of  their 
damnation  ? 

Fur  the  Magazine  aod  Advocate. 

'THE  DEVIL. 

Many  people  have  supposed  that  the  Devil  was 
once  an  angel  of  light — an  inhabitant  of  heaven— 
a  holy  messenger  of  the  Most  High,  and  that  he 
rebelled  against  the  Almighty,  fell  from  heaven 
and  became  a  Devil.  Now  the  Bible  says,  he  was 
“  a  liar  from  the  beginning,”  and  that  “  there  was 
no  truth  m  him.”  If,  therefore,  he  sinned  “  from 
the  hf  ainning,"  how  could  he  once  liavs  been  an 
angel  of  light  ?  And  if  he  was  once  an  holy  in¬ 
telligence,  must  he  not  have  been  faithful  and  true, 
and  the  record  false,  which  says,  “  there  was  no 
truth  in  him.” 

For  the  Magazine  and  Advocate. 

EXPOSITION  OF  SCRIPTURE. 

In  Jude,  verse  7th,  Soiiotn  and  Gomorrah  are 
represented  as  being  “  Set  forth  as  an  example, 
sutfeiing  tlie  vengeance  of  eternal  fire.” 

This  language  is  supposed  to  refer  to  another 
stale  of  existence  ;  but  that  such  is  not  the  refer¬ 
ence  is  plain  from  one  fact.  ,  In  2  Peter  ii :  6,  we 
are  told  that  those  cities  were  “  an  ensample  unto 
them  that  a/ter  should  live  ungodly.”  If  eternal 
fire  me'ans  endless  misery,  how  could  it  be  an 
i  ensample  unto  them  that  should  after  live  un- 

Iiuleed  the  term  example  nccess.'uily  im|dies  an 
after  period,  in  which  the  effects  of  witnessing  it 
;  may  be  realized.  But  eternal  fire,  if  it  mean 
endless  uiisety,  can  have  no  aferward ;  and  of 
course  can  not  be  an  example.  Hence,  as  eternal 
fire,  in  the  above  passage,  was  an  example,  and 
an  example,  too,  to  them  that  should  after  live 
ungodly,  it  follows  that  endless  misery  tan  not 
be  intended.  \V.  E.  M. 

Fur  the  Mairuzine  curl  Advocate, 
j  A  HINT  ro  UNIVERSALIST  MINISTERS.; 

There  are  several  tnwnsliip.s  adjacent  to.  and 
on  the  confines  of,  the  counties  of  Erie,  Warren 
and  Crawford,  Pa.,  many  of  wiiosc  inhabitants, 
we  think,  are  now  hungry  for  tiie  true  bread  of 
life.  AikI  though  some  of  them  have  never  heard 
the  sound  of  a  Universalist  sermon,  still,  doubt¬ 
less,  near  one  half  of  their  inhabitants  are  friendly 
'to,  and  in.uiy  we  trust  are  firm  believcis  in,  the 
blessed  doctrine.  .\nd  though  we  are  sure  “it  is 
the  Lord’s  doings,  and  is  wonderful  in  our  eyes.” 
yet  we  believe  in  a  still  further  agency.  Our 
means  are  limiieil,  and  we  have  as  yet  no  meeting 
house,  but  as  we  have  school  houses,  barns,  and 
shady  groves,  sufficiently  spacious  to  contain  us 
all;  if  j.rcaching  the  Gospel  to  the  poor  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  mir.  cle,  let  it  no  longer  be  said  that  tlie 
day  of  iiiirncles  has  entirely  gone  by. 

A  Believer. 

Rr.  Bazin— Credit  Rev.  O.  Wilcox,  Fowler,  $2  for 
Expositor — lie  lias  not  received  number  1  volume  2. — 
Also,  cred't  fj.  W.  Dany,  Hammond,  St.  Lfvrencc 
i!  county,  S2  on  volume  2.  Also,  .send  F.xpositorto  Rev. 
I  H.  L.  Hayward,  Watertown,  N.  V.  Charge  the  above 
to  ii.s.  K.  .S.  Lyman,  Sherburne,  .says  he  has  not  re- 
,  ceived  number  4,  present  volume.  (i.  and  H. 

Br.  Tompkins — Send  Repo.sitory  to  Miss  Janetta  A. 

'  Patterson,  Cooperslowui.  Otseao  county,  credit  and 
.  charge  us.  Credit  Elizabeth  Newton,  Little  .Meadows, 
[i  Pa.,  Rev.  \V.  Rounsvillc.  St.  Charlis,  Ills.,  .AFiss  Cla- 
jj  rissii  .Mallery.  Leroy,  .Medina  county,  Ohio,  Miss  Me- 
''  linda  Corbet.  Rome.  Ezra  Gorden.'North  Norwich,  and 
Joseph  Kirby,  North  Baidbridze,  e.icU  .?2  and  charge 
.  ns.  AUo.  send  Repository  to  Nancy  A.  Gowdy.  Riis- 
selbnrg,  Warren  county,  Pa.  G.  and  H. 

Br.  Price — Credit  James  W.  Booth,  New-Hartford, 
^2  for  L'liioii,  and  charge  G.  and  I). 
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For  tb<!  Ma{aznie«iHl  Ail>ucj|r, 
MARRIAGE. 

BY  REY.  I..  I..  tAPI.ER. 

The  rollowin^  utrictiircs  on  one  of  iiiy  articles  on 
Marriage,  published  severul  weeks  ago,  would  have  ap¬ 
peared  earlier  but  (or  their  length,  and  iny  labors  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  Register.  It  will  be  seen  tiiiit  Rr.  Sadler  has 
entirely  niistuken  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  article,  and 
has,  thf.rr/ore,  replied  as  if/u's  own  cvusclrmrc  condemned  n 
hi*  celibacy  ' !  !  I  will  adil  a  few  notes,  as  brief  as  pos¬ 
sible,  to  save  a  roriii  d  reply,  and,  perhaps,  acontrovorsy  'I 
on  lliis  subject.  A.  B.  G.]  j| 

Br.  Grosii — It  seems  that  you  and  Br.  Austin  | 
have  coinineuced  a  crusa<lc  against  the  bachelor  > 
coiiiinunity,  and  are  determined,  if  possible.  In  I 
coerce  them  by  rigorous  measures  to  let  go  their  ' 
hold  of  their  native  birthright — :i  state  ofcelibary-  | 
And  from  the  profuse  manner  in  which  yon  deal  : 
out  youi  censures  and  deiiunciatioris,  one  would  I 
be  led  to  suppose  you  had  long  been  schooled  in  !; 
the  condcmiiaiory  institutions  of  Parti.uiMU,  wliere 
it  is  praciicablc  to  reproach  and  villify  such  asdo 
not  come  up  to  (he  standard  ihcre  furnished.  Iij 
is  not  enough  that  they  are  deprived  of  the  joys,  j 
tha  pleasures,  the  bliss,  you  so  feelingly  and  do- j 
qucntly  represent  as  associated  with  the  coiinul>i;i]  ^ 
glatc — it  is  not  enough  to  be  doomed  to  (lie  lonely,  |i 
anti-social,  friendless,  splenetic,  slate  of  unnatural 
singleness — living  without  object  and  without  aim  • 
— strangers  to  friendsitip,  and  the  betterscn'.iments 
of  sympathy  and  affection  ;  and  left  at  last  to  pine,  | 
sicken,  wither  and  die,  unpilied,  unwept,  and  un- 
luourucd — but  they  must  be  branded  with  infamy, 
anathemati/.ed  with  iiiauy  an  odious  epithet,  and 
held  up  to  public  view  as  a  spectacle  |' 

** - For  coiito!TiptUf»Uft  scorn  I  j 

To  pitiiit  her  »>lt>w  uutiiovinft  iliiger  at."  ji 

If  there  be  any  class  of  people,  deserving  thei' 
sympathy  and  pity  of  then  fellows,  it  is  the  celi-| 
bates,  allowing  your  statements  true,  concerning 
the  superior  advantages  of  the  marriage  state  over  ii 
that  of  a  life  of  celibacy.  But  instead  of  mercy 
and  fraternal  friendliness,  they  are  doomed  to  meet 
at  your  hands  cold  severity  and  bitter  reproaches. 
From  your  humane  spirit,  exhibited  in  remarks  | 
oRcred  on  prison  discipline,  and  on  the  treatment  ' 
due  sinners,  I  had  expected  that  a  milder,  gentler 
spirit  would  be  manifest,  when  those  delicate 
matters  of  social  afliiiity,  concerning  which  every  i, 
one  supposes  h.imself  his  master,  were  made  the 
topic  of  icmark  and  discussion.  “  It  is  easier  to 
preach  than  to  practice  and  we  find  ourselves 
very  often  deviating  from  the  rules  prescribed  to  , 
others.  “  Happy  is  the  man  that  doeth  not  that 
which  he  disalloweth.’Y"^  [i 

I  would  not  he  understood  as  entering  my  pro- 1| 
test  against  the  marriage  institution,  or  as  wishing 
to  gainsay,  or  controvert,  any  thing  you  have  of¬ 
fered  in  regard  to  the  nature,  value,  teudenry  and 
design  of  such  connexion.  And  had  it  not  been 
for  the  a'tempt  to  heap  o|»probrium  on  the  heads 
of  such  as  have,  from  considerations  best  known  <i 
to  themselves,  stood  aloof  from  the  entanglements  , 
of  wedded  life,  I  should  have  rested  in  silence. —  , 
But  when  censorious  calumny  marks  an  individual  u 
his  victim,  or  labors  to  bring  public  opinion  to 
bear  in  sneering  fiowns  on  any  rcspcciabk-  class 
of  community,  is  it  not  humanity,  is  it  not  justice,  j 
to  stand  out  in  defence  of  the  injured  and  abused  ? 
Who  can  read  sentences  like  the  following,  anti  i| 
not  think  one  justifiable  in  pleading  the  cause  of  ' 
the  offended  p.uly  ? 

‘‘  Abounding  as  matrimony  docs,  with  nuiner-  i 
ous  advantages  and  beneficial  incentives ;  and  I 
with  so  great  an  amount  of  social  and  domestic 
enjoyments,  it  is  hardly  siipposablc  that  any  per-.i 

(fl)  “Open  rebuke  is  better  than  secret  love,”  and,! 
our  Saviour  rebuked  even  sharply  llie  open,  deliberate 
transgressor — of  course,  with  intent  to  benefit  him — yes,  , 
even  “a  whip  made  of  small  cords”  may  sometimes  be 
salutary.  If  I  have  done  worse  in  mean.s  or  in  spirit  i 
than  niy  Master,  let  me  be  rebuked;  not  otherwise.  I 
feel  unconscious  of  any  deviation  from  a  Christian  spirit,  il 
or  a  good  intent,  in  this  matter. 


son  can  be  found  who  voluntarily  abstains  from  j  The  young  are  apt  to  be  inconsiderate  itt 
the  inatriage  stale.  Yet  many  there  are  who  ex-  regard  to  this  most  important  circiinisiance  o 
hibit  this  eccentricity.  By  way  of  distinction,  human  life.  They  ate  generally  fanciful  and  ro- 
they  are  denominated  ‘Old  Bachelors.*  They  |  uianlic  in  their  views,  impressions  and  imaginings 
ate  anomalies—exceptions  from  all  eaithly  exis-  j  concerning  the  conjugal  state.  And  the  charms, 
tenets— «a  kind  of  monstrosity,  put  forth  tlirough  !  the  fascinations,  the  enclunliiients,  that  are  thrown 
some  Uitdccouulable  freak  of  nature — a  species  ofil  around  wedded  life,  associated  with  existing,  in- 
Iihmaelitcs,  *  whose  hands  are  against  every  man,  jj  stinctive  impulses,  renders  man  much  disjiosed 
and  every  man’s  hand  against  them.’  The  con- 1  to  change  his  condition  from  celibacy  to  wedlock, 
temner  of  woman,  the  voluntary  bachelor  stands  |  The  youth  look  on  the  married  state,  much  as 
before  tlie  world  as  one  who  violates  the  laws  of  an  individual  looks  on  a  iiicture,  who  fixes  his  eye 
nature,  disregards  the  cominand.s  of  God,  and  op- '  intently  on  the  light  and  sunny  spots,  and  dues 
poses  the  designs  of  his  Maker  in  the  creation  ofj  not  notice  the  darker  shades  with  which  they  are 
the  human  race.” — Austin.  i  contrasted  ;  and  conseqiienily,  are  extremely  lia- 

“  My  bachelor  brother,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  «/t- !  ble  to  become  enamored,  and  rush  precipitately 
courteous,  or  to  (iress  you  too  hard  on  this  deli- '  onward  to  secure  possession  without  calculating 
catc  subject;  but  be  sure  your  own  conscience  |[ consequences.  Tliere  seems  to  be  need  of  cau- 
coiidemns  you  not,  before  you  ask  others  to  ac- tioning  and  admonishing  lf:c  young  to  ponder 
quit  you  of  such  a  highly  compounded  sin,  as  is  well  the  patlis  of  their  feet,  to  sit  down  first  and 
living  ulone'\h) — Grosh.  |!  count  the  cost,  before  they  engage  in  an  ecter- 

Such  IS  the  wholesale  denunciation — such  the  prize  tliat  fixes  their  destiny  for  life,  rather  than 
"courtesy"  the  bachelor  receives  from  llymcii  s  j  to  urge  the  few  in  "single  blessedness,"  to  wor- 
volarics — such  tho  condemnation  pronounced, '  ship  at  the  altar  of  Hymen,  oi  to  denounce  them 
without  regard  to  their  apologies  or  pleas  of  de- 1!  as  re[irchensible,  odious  and  sinful. 


fence.  Surely,  tliis  is  a  kind  of  Catholic,  inqni- 1|  i}|,_  Austin  says,  “  It  is  hardly  supposalilc  that 

silurial,  summary  way  of  disposing  of  ollending  'any  persons  can  he  found  who  roluntarili/  abstain 
brethren.  The  neccssiiy  and  propriety  of  putting  ;  ,he  marriage  state.”  If  this  be  true,  it  is 

forth  ti.ese  essay.s  on  the  siibjecl  of  matrimony,  j'  probable  that  those  who  do  so,  feel  constrained  to 
is  to  be  found,  I  suppose,  in  shi  declaration  in- ,  ,|o  it  reluctantly,  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
corporated  in  your  first  numhet— “  the  number  ,1  ^ase.  If  they  bring  their  feelings  to  yield  to  the 
of  celibates  is  too  gieat  among  both  sexes  in  our  ygi(.0  gf  reason,  conscience  and  Judgment,  they 
land.”  And  hence  means  must  he  adofitcd  to  are  worthy  of  all  praise,  and  should  be  ajiplauded 
limiiiish  that  number,  and  secure  some  im|)ortant  1  rather  than  condemned. 


accessions  to  the  niullitiide  of  worshippers  who 
bow  before  the  altar  of  Hymen. 


I  It  would  seem  you  would  h.ivc  us  believe,  that 
[it  is  the  duly  of  b.xchelors  to  secure  wives,  even 


I  can  not  agree  with  you  iii  this  statement. —  J  if  n|)prehensive  of  trouble  :ind  disaster  on  the 
That  some  might  be  happier,  more  virtuous  and  ii  stormy  sea  of  life,  so  as  to  have  sharers  of  their 
useful,  had  they  married  in  early  life,  I  am  not  |{  sufferings.  This  is  indeed  liuihane!  Ii  is  an 

disposed  to  deny.  But  then,  again,  what  an  in- |j  ennobling  sentiment  1  Were  an  individual  to  fail 

calculable  amount  of  sufi'ering  and  misery  might  in  businc.ss,  he  would  like  to  have  his  neighbors 
have  been  prevented  in  our  world,  had  multitudes  ,  involved  m  the  same  calamity,  so  'hat  they  could 
who  have  entered  the  connubial  slate,  abstained  '  symjrathise  with  him  in  his  niisfortuiies !  To 
from  such  alliances  1  How  many  a  hapless  wife,  j;  know  that  a  rlear  wife  and  a  family  of  lovely 
and  poverty-stricken,  nnfortiinato  husband — liov  Ii  chibirco  wore  brought  to  participate  with  me  my 
many  a  sorrowing  mother  and  care-worn  father — .j  trials,  and  sulferings,  and  cross  providences,  and 
how  many  a  child,  and  dcsliliitc,  heart-broken  I:  afflictions,  would  but  augment  my  wo.  Were  it 
widow,  would  have  been  spared  the  biller  pangs  |  not  for  these  I  might  endure  the  shock,  but  how 
that  have  called  up  the  deep  drawn  sigh,  suffused  |  witness  their  distresses  also,  and  survive  the  pclt- 
ihe  cheeks  with  tears,  ami  rent  the  bosom  wiili  .j  mgs  of  the  pitiless  storm  ?  Demons  may  exult 
angui.sli,  had  noi  the  relative  ties  been  created  by  ll  and  be  glad  that  others  suffer  with  them,  and 
marriage  '  Tito  fact  is,  marriage,  like  liberty,  is  jj  share  of  their  miseries;  but  even  “  the  rich  man 
one  of  Heaven’s  greatest  blessings,  when  m.in  is  ||  in  hell”  had  too  much  liumaniiy  left  to  desire  that 
properly  qualified  a.ad  circumstanced  to  appreciate  |  his  hretluen  should  come  to  his  place  of  torment, 
and  enjoy  it,  but  a  curse  when  incompetent  for  ,  to  partake  of  his  tortures,  audio  symp.alhise  in 
its  duties  and  responsibilities.  And  it  must  be  j  his  distresses.  And  though  I  am  fond  ofsympa- 

ohvioiis  to  every  observing,  reflecting  min  i,  that  I  thy,  I  would  have  it  come  from  a  friend,  that  can 

there  arc  more  who  enter  the  mariiage  slate,  in-  feel  for  the  afflicted,  and  be  exclud'>d  from  a  lot 
capacitated  to  appreciate  and  enjoy  it,  and  to  dis-  in  such  an  inheritance.  Rather  than  involve 
charge  its  numerous  obligations,  than  there  are  others  in  my  misfortunes,  I  would  “tread  the 
who  abstain  from  such  connexions,  that  would  wine  press  of  the  wrath  of  God,  rt/onc.”  But  you 
be  heltered  by  the  change,  all  things  cunsiJered.  tell  us,  that  the  exercise  of  synipailiy  affords  de- 
There  should  be  more  celibates  instead  of  less.^'c^  lightfiil  satisfaction  to  the  one  who  exercises  it. 
-  This  is  true,  but  attended,  in  cases  of  want  and 

(b)  Br.  .\iistin  .speaks  iliiK  only  of  the  “voluntary”  difflciilty,  with  a  superabundant  amount  of  pain, 

celibates— -the  “  conteniners  of  woiiian”— evidently  Who  do  you  suppose  would  link  destinies  with 
meaning  those  whose  circumstances  ami  opportunities  g„g,,,er  merely  for  that  privilege,  or  even  with 
permitted  tnGrria2e.  Iiiit  who  vohintnnlv.  deliberately,  .1  *  .  •'  r  i.  i- *  1  •  1  .u  . 

orontofcoiitemptrorwoman.ahstaiiied'fromit.  I)oL  expcctatmn  of  such  a  fate  ?  \ou  think  that 
I5r.  i^adler  mean  to  defend  and  approbate  such  “  luon-  f^^loub-ed  enorts  would  be  made  to  rise  agaiD» 
strosiiies”?  I  think  not.  He  must  have  niisiindersiuod  where  the  interests  of  a  family  were  atstake.— 
Br.  .Austin,  as  he  has  misunderstood  me.  I  adhere  to  my  i  This  is  probable.  But  ten  chances  to  one  he  had 
assertion.  (But  wl;y  does  Br.  S.  omit  “my  maiden  not  fallen,  were  it  not  for  the  additional  care  and 
sister”?  Hoes  he  defend  the  bachelors— the  “stronger  expenses  of  the  family.  And  if  he  had,  how  tri- 
sox.  only  ?  I  Ins  is  not  gallant,  to  s  iy  the  least !)  Ce-  j]j„p  {[.g  consequence,  compared  with  that  which 
litiacv  IS  cuiitrarv  to  nature,  and  requires  strong  and  I  •  ri...,,  u  i>  •  i  •*  ,i,i 

particular  circ.imstances  to  justify  It.  All  celibates  |  nTimbers.  Besides,  it  tvould 

should  therefore  be  sure  that  their  oirn  rua.srit.’Rcr.s  jiistifv 

t!-:em.  before  they  ask  others  to  excuse  them.  Br.  Sad-  [j  imd  natural  results  of  marriage,  but  of  the  abuse  of  it, 
ler  would  not  call  this  “  wholesale  deniinciiilion....with-  |j  or  of  the  neglect  of  other  duties.  To  all  such  we  may 
out  regard  to  their  apologies  or  pleas  of  defence,”  if  his  li  say,  “these  duties  ye  should  have  performed,  and  not 
scnsiticc  ftelins/s  had  not  led  him  to  take  it  closer  to  his  j,  have  left  marriage  niiperformed.”  Yourself,  then.  ^ 
own  bosom  than  I  laid  it — i.  e..  if  bis  own  conscience  does  '  j  ing  judge,  celibacy  is  the  cause  of  evils  connected  with 
not  condemn  him.  .All  apologies  admitted  to  he  invalid  it,  whereas  marriage  may  have  evils  connected  with  it, 
by  their  own  consciences,  should  not  be  regarded  by  >.  but  they  belong  to  other  causes. 

others.  jl  fdj  Good!  This  extreme,  (precipitancy,)  is  to  celiba- 

(c)  Quite  eloquent!  But  remember,  good  brother  cy,  as  too  much  zeal  is  to  total  indifference — it  is  hard 
of  mine,  that  tlieevils  of  celibacy  are  its  legitimate  fruits  ,  choosing  between  two  such  great  evils. 

—its  necessary  and  natural  results;  whereas  those  you  («)  I  have  set  this  misapprehension  of  Br.  Austix’s 
recount  as  those  of  matrimony,  are  not  the  necessary  „  language,  right  in  note  b. 
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hot  reiiiiii^e  m  much  exerlioo  to  retrietre  his  bro-!|Il  is  motives  were  pure  aod  benevolent  (  and  of| 
keu  fortunes  with  none  to  provide  for  but  himself,  jj  course  justifiable  in  the  course  he  pursued.  And  I 
Bs  it  would  had  he  others  to  .ittend  lo.(f}  !|So  would  be  any  man,  who  should  refrain  from  | 

It  seems  to  me  improper  for  a  person  to  take  j  entering  the  marriage  state,  if  apprehensive  by  so 
on  himself  responsibilittwi  and  obligations  he  is  doing  he  should  bring  trouble  on  himself,  and 
incompetent  to  discharge.  And  if  a  man  have  rear  up  children  in  ignorance,  poverty  and  dis- 

not  pi ospective  means  for  providing  for  the  wants  grace.  ,  .  r  u  u- 

of  a  family,  ought  he  to  adopt  measures  for  pos- 1|  It  could  not  be  a  duty  for  the  soldiery  and  sea- 
sessiiig  one  1  !  obtain  wives,  when  they  must  constantly  , 

\i»aii!,  1  suppose  you  would  not  be  understood,  |  peril  their  lives — be  most  of  the  time  from  home, , 
that  niarriage  would”  be  conducive  to  the  promo-  and  unable  from  existing  circumstances  to  protect  I 
lion  of  human  liappiiiess,  unless  love— deep,  ar-j,  their  families  and  provide  for  their  wants.  Nei-!i 
dent,  devoted  lovk,  cemented  ihe  union.  Now,  ther  could  it  be  for  others,  whose  situation  and  j 
how  in.iny  iiislanccs  are  there  in  the  world,  of  in-  condition  in  life  were  unfavorable  to  such  cares  J 
dividuals  v.ho  have  looked  in  vain  for  objects  of  and  responsible  dutics.fA;  jj 

interest,  to  whom  they  would  bestow  their  heart  s ''  But  to  cornea  little  nearer  home.  When  aj 
licst  affections — how  many,  ol  persons  who  have  young  minister  of  our  deiiominaiion  looks  about  | 
been  riveted  by  lies  of  strongest  atlachmerit  to  the  ^  iiim,  and  sees  many  a  father  in  Israel,  and  super-  | 
objects  of  ihcir  choice,  and  have  had  their  hopes  aiiuuated  pieaclier  of  the  Gospel,  “who  has 
blighted  by  the  snmiel  blast  of  disappointment,  that  foughl  the  good  fight,  finished  his  course  and 
left  no  substitute  to  fill  ihc  place?  how  many,  ot  kept  the  '"aitli,”  and  who,  by  the  most  rigid  sys- 
tliose  that  yield  their  hearts  to  others  and  arc  doom-  tei,|  of  economy,  has  sustained  himself  and  family  ■ 
ed  to  be  ur.loved  in  tui  11.  yet  care  for  none  besides  ?  hiilieitu,  now  dependent  on  the  cold  charities  ol 
And  are  these  to  be  blamed  and  spurned,  because  (he  world,  and  left  to  beg,  to  starve,  or  to  die  uii- 1; 
so  ;inlbiiunate  as  not  to  be  able  to  answer  their  regarded— wlien  he  sees  otliers,  who  might  be  ,! 
wishes — anil  liciiceforih  prefer  to  remain  as  they  '  useful  in  the  high  vocation  to  which  they  are 
are,  ratlier  than  to  cliangc  their  condition  under;  called,  compelled  to  abandon  tlie  ministry  in  or-l’ 
existing  circtimslaDces  !  I  had  hoped  for  better ;  dcr  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  their  dependants —  i 
things. I  when  lie  bctiolds  oiheis  obtaining  ciedit  for  like  j 
I  do  not  think  the  case  an  extraordinary  one,  purjioscs.  and  lastly  doomed  to  lose  their  repula- jj 
that  would  justify  an  individual  in  abstaining  from  tiuu  f  ir  want  of  means  to  pay  their  debts,  and 
inarnagc.  I  once  knew  of  au  individual  who  t  w  ith  it  their  usefulness  in  their  profession — when 
lived  a  bachelor  for  the  sole  reason,  that  he*  he  sees  the  widows  of  deceased  brethren,  who  | 
thought  it  piobable  if  he  had  a  family,  he  might  once  labored  successfully  for  the  good  of  Zion,  ^ 
rear  children  to  immortal  misery.  ^  Ho  could  iu  ^  state  of  want,  and  seeking  in  vain  for  help,  j 
uot  hcai  the  thought,  and  chose  to  live  alone. —  would  he  not  be  justifiable  in  the  perpetration  of  ! 

-  i  the  “  highly  coiiiiiouudcd  sill  of  heirtff  aZo/ie  I 

f/)  1  Ins  wliole  par.ngr.iph  IS  a  siiizularfbutdoubtless  I  .  .  i  .i  .  .•  i*  t  i  i' 

an  uiiiiiUuitiuiud)  perversion  of  niy  meaning — I  think,  “  is  enougli  that  the  scr\ant  is  as  his  Lt^rd-  L 
of  my  language.  I  certainly  did  not  mean  to  urge  the  |  Jesus  Christ  has  left  an  example,  lint  we  should  , 
consideration  of  a  wife’s  sympathy,  as  a  reason  why  the  follow  his  steps.’’  But  “  in  carrying  out  the  dc-  ;j 
bachelor  should  get  d  companion  in  his  s»jferi*i/^s,  j' signs  of  (lod,  in  his  creation,”  he  did  not  marry. 
/;M;r<;/i/;  but.  as  tlii-re  is  more  happinebs  than  misery  in  And  sliall  ministers  be  more  perfect  than  their', 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  every  one’s  life-as  the  single  life  Master  V;?  Paul  has  probably  given  as  good 

is.  Ill  iiiv  oiuiiion,  contrary  lo  religion  .and  iMUuro  nml  .1  ,  _ .i..^  ■..i.: _ _  : _ i  , 

therefore  more  miserable  than  the  married  state— and  ""  ""y  k*''®  suhject ,  and  ,, 

as  the  blesMHgsoflife  are  doubled  by  being  shared  with  in  veiy  strong  language,  celibacy  as  | 

a  companion,  wliereas  suffering  is  lessened  by  being  ,  preferable  to  the  conjugal  state.  If  it  be  said  In 
thus  shared — therefore.  I  hold  that  the  fear  of  involving  reply,  it  was  on  account  of  the  perilous  posture!; 
a  vvoniaii  ill  our  siilferiiigs,  is  not,  of  it.self,  a  valid  ex-  '  of  affairs  then  existing — I  have  only  to  remark,;, 
case  for  not  marrying — in  other  words,  for  not  making  this  is  my  plea.fXY  And  if  an  inilividttal  lliinks 
her  a  sharer  in  o«r,  and  ourselves  a  sharer  in  Arr,  more  |i  sees  a  storm  ahead,  and  iis  is  afraid  of  break- 1, 
frequent  and  greater  happiness  for  not  saving  her  and  ocean  o(  matri-  It 

ourselves  from  die  iiiiiiatiir^l  and  more  miserable  can-  ^  i  .  i  -  i  i  .  ■  •  -  .i  .i 

oiirBci.cb  iiuiii  u  ,  , ,  „  nony,  let  li:m  be  prudent  and  remain  in  the  port  , 

dilio.’i  of  merely  “si»o/c  blessedness  — tornot  aoiihhiig  .  .i  '  ,  ,•  .  .  ' 

her  and  our  happiness  by  sharing  it  with  each  other,  , celibacy,  without  being  suhject  to  the  taunts  L 
and  for  not  lessening  her  and  oiirown  misery  by  mutual  and  jnets  of  wlto  have  stronger  vessels  with  | 

sympathy  ami  mutual  eiicniiragemeul  and'  aid.  .And  e  wliich  to  biifiet  the  storm.  And  while  our  clergy  ji 
siiigiifir  views  of  God's  goodness,  must  that  Universal-  I  are  so  circumst.inced,  that  ihey  can  barely  live  j 
isihave,  who  will  deny  my  premises;  or  of  logic,  who  :  during  their  he:dth  and  height  of  usefulness,  let  i. 
vvill  admit  the  premises,  and  deny  my  conclusions!  ■  brother  find  fault  with  another,  because  h 

The  “neb  man  iii  bell  sutlered  the  pains  of  gutU,  not  i  •  I 


'I'lie  “rich  man  iu  hell”  suffered  the  pains  of  guilt,  not 
of  misfortune;  the  ca.se  is  not  in  point,  therefore.  So 
far  as  tiie  outward  pains  were  concerned,  I  would  say, 
if  the  wife  of  my  bosom,  and  the  pledges  of  our  love  go 
to  an  endless  hell.  I  had  rathkk  be  with  them  in  their 
suffering,  than  he  saved  from  them !  Myself,  then,  be¬ 


ing  the  jud-e.  the  sharing  of  their  sufferings  is  a  happier  . 

lot,  than  a  selfish  exemption  from  them.  Uv  ery  devTled  j  ‘  "“PI’"*"* 

wife  and  mother  will  sav  the  same — and  especially  vvill  i  plea. 


(h)  To  please  Hr.  Sadler,  I  will  excuse  all  bachelor  , 
soldiers  and  sudors;  (who  are  not  free  agents  in  this 'I 
loatler;  as  their  country  does  not  permit  them  to  per- 1 
form  the  duties  of  the  married  life;)  and  all  old  bache-l’ 
tors  who  are  afraid  'hat  their  children  will  he  the  detiTs'l 
children.  I  do  not  suppose  his  conscience  will  ever  urge  I 


wife  and  mother  will  say  the  same — and  especially  vvill 
s!ie  decl.are  so,  when  merely  occasional  and  temporal 


(i;  In  this  rase  the  fault  lielli  at  the  door  of  his  con- ' 


sufferings  (which  she  can  lessen  and  aid  to  remove)  are  '|  gregation.  Wo  be  unto  them,  forall  the  happiness  they  jj 
concerned.  As  to  the  latter  part  of  the  paragraph./utts  j  prevent  to  him.  arid  (through  hisiucre.a«ed  efficiency  by  ;; 
are  better  than  theories;  and  tlmiigh  theory  declares  ihat ;!  the  aid  of  a  wife)  to  themselves  and  society  around—  ji 
it  will  "  not  n;quire  as  much  exertion  to  retrieve”  a  sin- ;j  and  for  all  the  misery  caused  by  their  peniirioiisness,  j; 
glc  man's  “broken  fortunes  with  none  to  provide  for  and  indifference  to  human  good,  aud  their  pastor’s  in¬ 
hut  himself,  as  it  would,  had  he  others  to  alteiid  to;” '{  creased  welfare  and  iisefiihiess!  | 

yet  fact*  (as  admitted  by  Washington  living,  himself  a  (j)  If  Cr.  Sadler  will  show  that  he  expects  to  travel !' 
bachelor)  prote,  that  the  single  man  does  not  make  the  m  his  Master’s  footsteps  in  not  havini;  any  home,  in  all  ‘ 
exertion  a  married  man  will  make,  and  therefore  he  fails  !  his  trials,  and  to  Calcary,  tliis  plea  may  answer — if  not,  1; 
ofiener  than  the  married  j^ian,  because  “he  has  none  to  !  'twas  wrong  to  quote  this  Srri|it!ire  on  this  subject;  for  i. 
provide  for  but  himself.”  l|  every  disciple  ol  Jesus  had  lietter  turn  Shaking  Quaker  > 

This  is  wide  of  the  mark.  If  their  own  con- :|  ***  “u®®-  j: 

sciences  excuse  them,  they  may  ask  others  to  excuse'!  (/.•)  Well  done,  Br.  S.!  I  am  glad  to  find  lhe“I”i 
them.  As  to  the  disappointed  in  this  romantic  love — let '  and  “  my”  pl.iinly  set  fortli.  It  is  better  than  a  mere:, 
each  bachelor  thus  disappointed,  seek  out  a  maid  siini-  '  defence  of  otliers.  But  I  am  sorry  that  yon  see  such  j; 
larly  loveloni,  to  sympathise  with  him.  "  Pity  is  akin  'j  “  perilous  times”  ahc.ad  as  Paul  and  the  early  Christians  .j 
to  love.”  .Mv  reputation  as  a  prophet  on  the  issue,  that  'j  h.ad  to  pa-ss  through.  As  to  all  that  follows,  I  can  only  i| 
they  will  not  long  remain  bachelor  and  maid!  Serious-  j  say — “See  that  your  own  consciences  do  not  condemn  ji 
ly,  the  cases  cited,  are  very — veiy  fete — and  they  scarcely  l|  you,  before  you  ask  others  to  excuse  you.”  For  if  your 
ever  survive  to  become  old  maids  and  old  bachelors. —  j;  own  consciences  condemn  yon  not,  you  should  not  feel  [! 
The  heart  that  is  tough  enough  not  to  brtuk^  will  gene*  ;  vtTtf  sensitively  the  fault  findinz  of  others;  who  in  that  I 
rally  bear  a  second  bendiftg !  '  case,  will  have  no  right  to  condemn  yon.  A.  B.  G.  ' 


h«  chooses  to  imitate  Paul,  rather  than  sacrifice 
bis  profession  oo  the  altar  of  domestic  lelicitjr,  or 
suffer  s  dear  family  to  come  to  poverty  and 
misery ! ! .' 

For  the  Magaziae  aod  Advocatoi 
JESUS  “HATH  DOJfE  ALL  THINGS  WELL,”— NO.  IV. 

BT  REV.  S.  GOFF. 

Without  adverting  to  other  particular  instances 
of  actual  impression  made  by  the  teachings  of 
Jesus,  let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  in¬ 
structions  themselves,  as  preserved  to  us  in  the 
Gospel  record.  They  will  prove  even  to  a  de¬ 
monstration,  that  “  he  hath  done  all  things  well.” 
In  his  teachings  all  mankind  are  considered  as 
the  offspring  of  one  common  Parent,  members  of 
one  common  family,  and  heirs  alike  of  the  same 
glorious  and  happy  destiny.  In  his  instmetioDS 
there  is  no  exclusiveness.  They  are  designed  for 
all,  of  every  age,  of  every  rank  and  condition.'^ 
The  virtuous  m;ty  there  go  and  learn  that  the  re¬ 
ward  of  obedience  is  holy  peace,  and  perfect  love, 
and  heavenly  joy  in  the  soul.  The  vicious  may 
there  read  their  guilt  and  condemnation— may 
there  learn  that  the  gnawing  worm,  and  the  con¬ 
suming  fire  of  a  guilty  conscience,  are  inseparable 
attendants  on  vice,  and  arc  ever  sounding  in  the 
ears  of  the  votary  of  sin  “the  requium  of  depart¬ 
ed  joys,”  and  the  knell  of  faded  peace  and  waning 
happiness.  He  may  there  read  also— in  that 
beautiful  parable  of  the  “  Prodigal  Son”— the 
pardon  and  peace  that  await  the  humble  and  peni¬ 
tent,  and,  perchance,  be  induced  to  return  and 
walk  in  the  blissful  paths  of  virtue,  obedience,  and 
peace. 

And  most  beautifully  did  Jesus  reveal  unto  us 
the  unity,  the  spirituality,  and  the  benignant  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  great  Creator.  He  who  was  the 
“  one  Lord”  of  the  Hebrews,  then  became  the 
God  of  the  whole  earth.  And  Josus  unfolded  in 
the  most  happy  manner  th»  supremacy  of  his 
nature,  the  universality  of  his  goodness,  and  the 
inipar'.ial  benignity  of  his  providential  dominion. 
And  how  did  he  blend  the  majesty  of  hiui  “  who 
upholds  all  thiogs  by  the  word  of  his  power,” 
with  Ihe  kindest  condescension,  by  declaring  that 
the  sparrow’s  flight  or  fall  is  ordered  by  his  direct¬ 
ing  bund,  and  that  even  “the  very  hairs  of  our 
head  are  all  numbered.” 

And  then,  he  w;i3  the  first  and  best  Teacher  of 
the  universal  paternity,  the  boundless  love  and 
unfailing  mercy  of  God.  Oh,  how  much  do  we 
not  owe  to  him  for  declaring  and  making  known 
that  we  have  all  one  Fatlicr  iu  heaven,  who 
watches  over  us  with  a  p;ircnt’s  lenderncs.s  and 
love  ;  .who  is  constantly  showering  down  unnum¬ 
bered  blessings  upon  us  ;  who  wisely  orders  every 
dispen.sation  of  his  providence  for  our  good  ;  and 
who  will  finally  bring  all  his  children  safe  home 
to  the  “  spirit  laud”  on  high,  to  bask  in  the  bright 
sunbeams  of  his  own  endless  glory,  to  meet  and 
coininingle  their  devotions  with  congenial  spirits 
ai'uuiid  the  radiant  throne  of  endless  love,  and  to 
range  the  golden  streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem, 
forever  progressing  in  knowledge,  glory,  and  hea¬ 
venly  blessedness!  Oh!  that  the  whole  world 
could  see  the  beauty,  the  glory,  and  Ihe  loveli¬ 
ness  there  is  in  the  character  of  our  Father  in 
heaven,  as  made  known  through  Jesus  Christ,  his 
well  beloved  Sun,  for  he  was  truly  the  brightness 
of  his  Father’s  glory,  and  the  express  image  of 
his  person  !  Oh  !  that  God,  who,  in  the  morning 
of  creation,  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of 
darkness,  would  shine  into  the  heart  of  every 
child  of  humanity,  to  give  the  light  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  glory  of  Godin  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ !  And.  oh  !  that  all  the  world  would  listen 
to  the  instructions  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  for  sorely 
“He  hath  done  all  things  well,”  and  the  tendency 
of  his  instructions  is  to  bless  the  whole  world  with 
the  joys  of  eternal  life  ! 

It  is  well  to  be  a  good  talker,  but  it  is  better  to 
be  a  good  listener.  You  can  hardly  please  a 
man  better  than  to  listen  to  what  he  has  to  say. 
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LETTER  TO  HR.  IL  SKIW'ER  AM)  ills  ANSWER. 

TriinMe  cuuiity,  Ky..  March  12tli,  I'jSO. 


-  M  A  (i  A  Z I  N  E  AND  ADVOCATE,  i  substitute  or  deputy,  a  factor  employed  to  transact  bit-  I 

_  _  —  —  '  sinesa  for  a  principal.  VVlien  used  in  this  last,  or  usual  ' 

A.  B.  (JRdSH,  Eiliior;  A.  It.  Bakti.ett,  Asi'isiant  Editur  ,  jt  jg  hardly  compatible  to  apply  the  term  free  to  ^ 

E  1^  \  Editors.  |  a^rnt:  because  an  agent,  aiibstitute,  deputy,  or  factor,  j 

-  - - - - — — - — — —  j!  I!)  always  suppo.sed  to  be  bound  by  the  will  and  in.struc*  1 

U !  IC.\,  FKID.A^,  Al,  <«LSI  2.J,  J  .-U.  ^  j  tions  of  his  principal  or  employer,  and  therefore  can  | 

LlFrTER  TO  im.  I».  SKINNER  ,\M)  ill.s  .\NS\\  ER.  I  not  be  free.  If  perfectly  free,  he  is  not  under  any  re- 

Triinl.lc  couiay,  Ky.  .March  12th,  Is39.  '*"•■'‘''>1,  and  therefore  Can  not  be  amenable  to  bis  ein- : 

.Mr  I)  Skisnf.k:  ployer  or  principal.  Hut  if  by  agent  be  meant  simply 

Dear  .^ir — I  have  been  for  some  time  reading  your  actor,  then  the  (jnestion  occurs  whether  man  is  a  free  || 

Letters  to  .Mr.  Aikiii ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  you  a,Teiit  (free  actor)  or  not.  If  by  his  being  such  be  meant  :i 

;r:'::l::.ireJSl£n|;^'rt  -  do  anything  and  every  tlnng,  unre-' 

dcsiies  that  all  bis  children  should  be  happy  ben  after. '  strained,  uncontrolled,  and  without  accountability,  then 
;j.  'I'liat  (Jod  formed  every  part  of  man  ;  conseipiently  j  ,j<.ny  jhat  man  Is  a  free  agent.  If  by  bis  being  a  free 
he  must  be  the  .Viilhor  (d  every  clb  et  tli.it  the  part>  pro-  ^  |,^  simply  meant,  that  man  is  endowed  with  the 

(liico  vvliicli  )ic  loriiiOu  t  (THU  4.  i  li<il  inuii  is  nut  u  Jroc  ^  •  t  t*  *  ^  *  i*  •«  i 

^  freedom  of  volition  and  of  action  in  a  certain  limited 

Now,  Sir,  although  ibese  facts  seem  to  be  e.iahlished,  |  s]ihere,  and  is  accountable  for  the  choice  he  makes,  and  , 
it  appears  to  me  that  ditliciilties  vvoii,d  attend  their  ad-  nianner  in  which  he  perforins  those  actions,  I  have 

mission  that  would  be  insiirmoiinlable  The  desisrn  of ,  ..i.jertioiis  to  free  agency,  t^lill,  he  is  not  unlimil- 

Sh.;mS:;S'Xn^’'diri.U-  '>-•  -countable  > 

involve.  If  the  above  facts  he  admitted  us  true,  I  wish  ,  .Moreover,  there  are  many  things  which  he  can  iioticiH  . 
to  iinpiire,  I.  If  tied  formed  every  pari  of  man  for  a  jf  1,^  could,  and  could  not  do  them  if  be  willed. — 

good  purpose,  and  desired  the  b  ipiiincss  of  all.  and  vvill  bis  will,  Ins  freedom  and  his  power  are  all 

not  he  <li*iapj)oiiit(Ml  iii  lii«  u*  not  <*very  act  that  j  .  ..  , 

ever  was  or  ever  will  he  iloiie  hy  maw,  a  gooil  act,  and  circumscribed. 

is  not  evi-ry  act  of  man  a  virtuous  art  ?  If  yon  answer  '  Having  made  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  now  pro- 
yea  to  the  above  ;  2.  I  want  to  know  bovv  Adam  com-  jl  j',,  answer  to  your  first, ; 

mitted  anv. sill  livdisobeving  the  command,  anil  on  what  ,  ,  .  •  i  .  .i  ..  . 

principle  of  jusiice  tJoii  coiidciimcd  him  for  that  viola- 1  •  remark,  that,  though  the  premises  be  correct,  the  coti- 
tioii,  vvlicii  it  was  riglit  it  slionid  be  so  ?  If  yon  answer  elusion  that  your  i|iiestio!i  implies  does  not  necessarily 
no,  to  the  first  ipiesiion,  :{.  I  want  to  know  who  created  |i  Kverv  act  of  man,  taken  in  connexion  with, 

that  iiart  of  .\dam  that  iirodiiced  tin;  desire  to  sin  ?  II  ii  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  ’ 

the  devil  could  create  olie  part  of  Adam,  could  lie  not  j  « 1'="^  1’"^'"^'' 

have  created  tin:  whole  f  'I'ln  relore,  would  be  not  be  1:  of  find,  with  all  their  final  resiilis.  may  be  good :  but 


therefore  is  this  distress  come  upon  ns.”  But  how 
could  they  be  guilty  if  God  designed  they  should  so  act, 
and  overruled  it  for  good  ?  Because  they  knew  not 
God's  design,  and  they  designed  no  good  themselves, 
but  evil.  .As  their  act,  therefore,  it  w.is  evil,  but  as 
God's  act,  it  was  good ;  as  Joseph  himself  told  them, 

“  Ye  thought  evil  against  me  ;  but  («od  meant  it  unto 
good,  to  bring  to  pa.ss,  as  it  is  this  day,  to  save  much 
people  alive.”  Gen.  1:20. 

A’oiir  third  question  requires  no  answer,  inasmuch  as 
1  do  not  hold  that  the  devil  created  any  part  or  portion 
of  man,  soul  or  body.  Vonr  fourth  and  fifth  questions 
have  been  anticipated  in  iiiy  answers  to  yonr  first  and 
second. 

In  answer  to  yonr  fifth  query,  I  remark,  that  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  Adam,  before  and  after  bis  fall,  was 
simply  this: — he  was  innocent  before  lie  sinned,  and 
SuUhj  after  it.  That  lie  both  .sinned  and  was  guilty,  is 
clear  from  the  fact  that  the  Bible  defines  sin  to  be  “  the 
transgre.ssion  of  the  law and  that  he  transgressed  the 
positive  command  or  law  of  (Jod,  and  felt  so  conscious 
of  guilt  as  to  seek  to  hide  from  the  presence  of  God. 
his  Father  and  his  Friend. 

A’on  have  another  query  under  the  same  number: 
viz.  Wliat  diirerence  was  there  between  the  human 
family  before  and  after  the  death  of  Christ.  .Answer. 

'  none:  i.  e.,  there  was  no  dilTercncc  in  (heir  condition 
effected  simply  by  the  literal  death  of  Christ,  except  that 
tlio.se  who  put  him  to  death  rendered  themselves  mur¬ 
derers  by  the  act.  The  mere  shedding  of  his  blood,  or 
putting  him  to  death  on  the  cross,  affects  not  tlie  condi- 


as  great  and  powerful  as  God  4.  If  yon  think  it  was  (: 
right  for  .Adam  to  have  falb  ii,  and  no  sin  was  produced  ' 
by  the  f  all,  and  (be  act  of  disobedience  was  right,  I  want 
to  know  why  Christ  came  into  (lie  world  and  siilfered 
death  for  sin,  seeing  lliere  was  mi  sin  m  (be  world  ’  .'i. 

If  man  is  not  a  free  agent,  (and  I  don't  lliink  be  is.)  I 
want  to  Know  on  wb.it  prineiples  of  justice  be  can  be  | 
made  by  <Joit  a  rulpalile  being,  in  .any  sense  of  the 
word  f  f>.  Wbav  dift'erence  was  there  lietween  .Adam  :j 
before,  and  after,  (In  Call ;  and  wliat  difference  was  there  V 
between  the  fin  man  family  liefore,  and  after,  the  death  ' 
of  Christ  ?  7.  You  s.ay  that  *  orks  are  not  meritorious. 

1  want  to  know  what  is  f  but  rt...ollect  that  yon  can't 
blame  my  baud  for  sliikin/  iiiy  iieigtiv..jv,  Init  the  mind. 
Tberefore  all  acts  that  man  is  ucrountiil>le  (or.  are  the 
acts  of  the  mind.  ^ 

Sir.  I  want  you  to  distinctly  iindersinnd  that  I  am  yonr 
friend,  and  not  yonr  enemy:  and  I  want  these  tliinsrs 
explained  for  the  good  of  myself  and  all  mankind.  Di¬ 
rect  yonr  letters  to  .Milton  i'ostoflice,  'J'rimble  county, 
Ky.  1  remain,  Sir,  your  friend,  (J.  F. 

ANSWER. 

Dear  Sir — A’onr  letter  reached  here  dining  my  ab- 
Hcnce  at  the  Sonlli.  Having  lately  returned,  I  cheer¬ 
fully  comply  with  yonr  request  to  answer  it  (be  first 
opportunity.  Tliongb  your  letter  is  a  private  one,,  1 
make  both  it  and  my  answer  public  in  order  that  the 
benefit,  if  any,  imiy  not  be  confined  e.vcliisively  to  you 
and  myself.  Others  may  possibly  labor  u:ider  the  same 
doubts  and  dillicnities  as  yourself,  and  be  gratified  wiib 
seeing  the  publication  of  yonr  questions,  and  my  reply 
thereto. 

I  allow  the  two  first  items  yon  .«ay  I  have  established 
in  niy  letters  to  Rev.  S.  C.  .Aikin.  I  .also  allow  the  first 
part  of  the  3d  item — “that  Gmi  foimed  every  part  of 
man  :”  and  altbougli  I  can  not  .allow  that  (iod  is  direct¬ 
ly  and  iinniediately  ”  the  author  of  every  iffirt  that  all 
Uie  paits  produce,”  yet  be  is  undoubtedly  the  indirect 
or  remote  cause  of  all  things ;  or  in  utlier  words,  iioiliing 
could  e.\ist  witbunt  (Jod,  and  all  power  that  exists  is 
derived  from  God.  Still,  there  are  sccondarv  causes  in 
operation,  and  agents  both  iiitelligont  and  iiiiintelliffont, 
responsible  and  irresponsible,  to  whose  action  as  imme¬ 
diate  causes,  many  etfects  are  to  be  directly  .ascribed. 

Yon  say  1  have  established,  as  a  fourth  item,  “tb.it 
tuan  is  not  a  free  agent.”  This,  Sir.  depends  on  what 
definition  is  given  to  the  term  free  agent.  Tlie  word 
free  usually  signifies,  being  at  liberty,  uncontrolled,  nn- 
restrained.  The  word  agent  may  signify  any  active 
canse  or  power,  or  it  may  (and  usually  does)  signify  a 


every  act  of  man,  in  itself  considered,  or  unconnected 
with  the  great  results  which  (Jod  lias  in  view  in  permit¬ 
ting  such  acts,  is  not  good.  .Many  of  them  are  decidedly 
evil.  .Miicb  less  is  every  act  of  man  virtuous.  F.ven 
if  the  doctrine  of  predestination  or  fatalism  in  its  strong- ' 
est  form  were  admitted,  it  would  not  make  every  act  of 
man  virtuous.  In  order  fur  an  act  to  be  virtuous,  the 
acti'r  must  act  from  a  good  and  virtuous  motive.  But 
we  know  the  motive  with  some  is  evil  and  wicked :  and, 
conseienee  condemning  tbeaot,  the  pcijieiraioris  guilty 
before  (Jod.  whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  results  of  the 
arlloii,  I 

Hav  ing  answered  the  first  question  in  the  negative 
instead  of  the  atiirmative,  yonr  .second  question  is  rather 
iioii-suittd.  Nevertheless,  I  .suppose  the  real  question 
ofditlicnlty  in  your  mind  is  this:  If  .Adam  acted  .tsflod 
designed  he  should,  or  even  as  God  Lnnr  he  woiild.nnd 
(Jod  overrides  bis  act  of  transgression  for  ultimate  good 
to  liini  and  the  linmnn  family,  how  could  .Adam  be  to 
lil.tine,  or  justly  condemned  therefor  ?  I  ansvver,  bccanse 
he  acted  contrary  to  the  dict.ites  of  bis  own  conscience — 
lie  was  conscious  of  doing  wickedly,  conscious  of  guilt 
at  the  time.  The  motive  of  action  determines  the  cha¬ 
racter  oftlie  act,  without  any  regard  to  the  consequetn-es. 
If  a  physician  administer  a  portion  of  arsenic  with  a 
view  of  killing  bis  patient,  and  instead  of  operating  ac¬ 
cording  to  bis  intentions,  it  should  cure  bis  patient  of 
some  dreadful  disease,  this  does  not  free  the  plivsician 
from  the  guilt  of  intended  murder.  He  is  guilty  of 
iiiiitder  in  design ;  and  in  no  possible  way  can  bis  act 
iie  construed  into  a  virtuous  act.  The  good  resulting 
from  it  is  ascribed  to  (Jod.  .As  man's  act,  it  is  evil — it  is ! 
muider:  as  God's  act,  it  is  good — it  is  salvation.  | 

The  subject  is  beautifully  iliii'trated  by  the  case  of 
Joseph's  being  sold  a  sl.ive  into  F.gypt  by  bis  unnatiirnl 
breiliren.  (Jod  designed  Jo.-epb's  future  elevation  and 
glory.  I  will  admit,  also,  that  he  designed,  as  a  me.ins , 
ot  etTecting  that  elevation  and  glory,  that  his  brethroii  j 
.  should  sell  him  as  a  slave.  His  hrethren  designed  his 
downfall  and  utter  ruin;  and  asa  ineansof  etl'ectingthat 
wicked  purpose,  tlicy  sold  him  ns  a  slave.  They  were 
j  guilty  of  the  deepest  criminality  in  this,  and  snlfered  a* 
a  righteous  piinisliinent  therefor;  as  they  afterward 
,  confessed,  (Gen.  xlii :  21.)  '•  \Ve  ate  verily  guilty  con- ' 
j  cerning  onr  brother,  in  that  we  saw  the  anznish  of  his 
soul,  when  he  besought  us,  and  we  vvonld  not  hc.ir;' 


tion  of  mankind.  He  himself  declared,  ‘‘ the  flesh  pro- 
fiteth  nothing :  the  words  that  1  speak  onto  yon,  they 
are  spirit  and  they  are  life.”  It  is  (he  woid  of  Christ 
dwelling  richly  within  us,  the  doctrine,  the  teachings, 
the  spirit  of  Christ,  that  benefits  man,  and  effects  his 
salvation.  His  snft’crings  and  death  wore  a  commenda¬ 
tion  of  that  love  to  man  that  is  stronger  than  death,  and 
that  many  waters  ran  not  quench.  It  was  the  seal  of 
the  covenant  of  immortnl  grace,  and  of  the  everlasting 
truths  lie  tmiglit.  His  death,  burial,  and  resurrection 
from  the  dead  by  the  mighty  jiower  of  (Jod,  were  also 
neee.ssaryto  bring  to  light  and  demonstrate  the  dortrinc 
of  the  resurrection  and  of  life  and  immortiility  beyond 
the  grave,  “  that  we  might  have  a  strong  cnnsolatiuii  who 
have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set  before 
ns:  vvliieh  hope  we  have,  as  an  anchor  oftlie  soul,  sure 
and  stedfast,  and  which  cnterctli  into  that  within  the 
vail,'’  thus  begetting  ns  “  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheri¬ 
tance  incorriijitible,  iindefded,  and  that  fadeth  not  away, 
reserved  in  heaven  for  ns.” 

You  preface  yonr  7th  question  by  aflirming,  that  I 
“say  works  are  not  meritorious.”  Here  yon  labor  un¬ 
der  a  mistake.  I  have  ne\  er  said  that  works  tire  not 
R.etilorions.  I  s.iy  the  works  of  man  can  never  merit 
endless  liapjiiness  or  the  immortal  joys  of  heaven. — 
They  are  merituiions  in  a  limited  degree,  and  wil!  most 
certainly  receive  their  due  reward  ;  even  if  but  a  enp  of 
cold  water  be  given  in  the  iiime  of  a  disciple,  itsball  not 
go  unrewarded.  But  the  immortal  and  endless  joys  of 
heaven  are  not  to  be  merited  by  l!ie  feeble  works  of 
I  man.  but  are  the  free,  niiinerited  gift  of  God,  through 
Christ.  I  agree  with  yon,  that  the  mere  h.ind  that 
strikes  is  not  to  blame,  but  the  mind  that  impels  it.  The 
mind  is  either  guilty  or  innocent,  .according  to  the  motive 
that  actuates  it. 

Hoping  that  these  desultory  remarks  may  prove  satis- 
,  factory  to  yon.  .and  not  wholly  nninterc-ting  or  useless 
to  others,  1  am.  dear  Sir,  yours  in  all  sincerity. 

I'lira.  Junei^th,  IdJIO.  D.  ,‘^Ki.v.vr.R. 

I  f>Tl  DENT.S  FOR  THE  .MINISTRY. 

A  few  young  men  ahont  to  enter  tlie  ininistrv,  who 
'  wish  to  become  acquainted  with  the  Biblical  Greek  and 
Hebrew,  will  be  received  at  my  house,  if  they  can  not 
be  better  instructed  somewhere  else. 

'  Gainestille,  Gentste  CO..  X.  F.  W.  F..  Ma.m.ct. 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


WORKS  AND  CONSEai'ENCES._.XO.  1.  | 

It  will  be  well  to  examine  a  principle  which  will  be  , 
found  an  important  aid  to  good  works,  at  the  very  out¬ 
set  of  the  investigation.  That  the  exercise  of  faith  is 
necessary  to  happiness  and  spiritual  prosperity  in  this 
life,  is  undeniable.  Without  it  man  would  be  a  cheer¬ 
less,  solitary  and  isolated  being.  Nothing  but  what ; 
pre^nted  itself  immediately  and  imposingly  before  his  j 
natural  senses,  would  receive  the  concurrence  of  the  , 
mind.  And  even  then  it  would  faJe,  and  the  impres¬ 
sions  it  had  made  would  vanish  from  the  memory,  the  j 
moment  its  actual,  present,  living  existence  disappeared  , 
from  the  mind’s  eye.  There  would  be  no  lifting  up¬ 
ward  of  the  desires;  no  reaching  forward  of  hope,  to 
things  unattained  but  real  in  the  nature  of  things.  In¬ 
stead  of  this,  there  would  be  the  unsatisfied  desire  of  the 
soul,  without  knowing  vhat  it  desires— the  wild  im¬ 
petuosity  of  the  tornado,  but  without  iu  destination  or 
boundary. 

I  repeat,  therefore,  that  faith  is  necessary  to  happiness, 
to  spiritual  prosperity,  and,  I  may  add,  to  stability  of; 
purpose,  in  this  life.  But  do  we  reflect  upon  the  nature 
of  true  faith  as  often  as  we  should  do  T  When  we  say 
we  have  faith,  do  we  uinlerstaiid  the  extent  of  the  ac- 
know  ledgeme.'it  ?  Perhaps  we  do— at  least  so  fur  as  the 
essentials  are  concerned.  It  is  certain  we  do,  if  our 
minds  arc  properly  imbued  with  the  spirit  from  on  high, 
and  our  actions  conformed  to  the  will  of  Jehovah. 

What  then  is  true  faith?  It  is  the  assent  which  a 
well  cultivated  mind  gives  to  any  truth,  proposition  or 
principle.  Were  it  possible  to  try  the  experiment,  it 
would  still  be  apparent  that  there  could  be  no  faith,  were 
the  mind  wlndly  inactive.  In  support  of  this,  we  have 
one  fact  w  hich  wc  deem  siinicieiit  to  settle  all  dispute. 
In  proportion  to  the  activity  of  the  mind,  will  be  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  its  faith  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  mind  will  he  the  purity  of  its  faith.  This  determines 
the  nature  of  fiiith,  that  it  is  the  approving  labors  of  ihe 
mind — of  the  rational  powers.  Of  course  good  works 
must  receive  the  co-operation  of  the  .same  mind. 

We  see,  then,  the  propriety  of  the  lungungq  of  *ho 
apostle  Janies,  where  he  connects  worhs  ami  faith  to- 
I'cther.  “  r.ven  so,”  says  he,  “  fiiith  if  it  hath  not  works, 
is  dead,  being  alone.”  ”  Show  me  thy  faith  without  thy 
works,  and  I  will  show  thee  my  faith  by  my  works.” — | 
If  faith  be  an  active  principle  or  disposition  of  the  mind,  i 
It  must  be  siicreeded  by  works,  which  are  a  portion  of 
its  ell’ects.  .\iid  if  works  are  good,  they  must,  I  think,  | 
he  gniiled,  or  assisted  by  an  equally  good  faith.  Even  ' 
tk.at  silent,  iinosteiitatioiis  firmness,  agreeably  to  which,  j 
the  alHicted  hear  up  under  their  misfortunes  without  a  i 
iniiriniir,  is  a  noble  work  of  human  patience,  and|| 
speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  an  abiding  faith  in  the  justice  i 
of  the  power  that  orders  their  lot.  Though  a  silent,  iti: 
is  a  no  less 'iiowerfiil  work,  which  is  inseparably  con- J 
nected  with  the  true  faith.  Abraham,  when  he  ascend- , 
ed  one  of  the  mountains,  supposed  to  bo  Calvary,  in  the  | 
land  of  Moriah,  with  his  son  Isaac,  was  required  toper- 1 
form  a  work  which  tried  his  faith  to  the  utmost. — 
And  what  a  work  was  there !  In  that  example,  where  j 
he  must  have  experienced  all  the  agony  consequent  upon  il 
the  loss  of  an  only  and  beloved  son.  he  shrank  not  from  1 
the  will  of  (iod,  but  left  an  enduring  evidence  to  his  I 
posterity  forever,  both  of  the  power  of  Hiiili  over  thejl 
works,  and  the  power  of  good  works  in  strengthening  ; 
the  faith,  of  the  creature.  Paul,  in  the  midst  of  the  per¬ 
secution  and  opposition  which  be  had  to  encounter,  h  is 
left,  in  his  faithfulness  to  hisdiity.a  meinorial  of  the  etfect  | 
of  faith  which  'vorks  by  love  and  purities  the  heart.  | 

A  man  may  possess  but  little  faith,  and  yet  do  good  ! 
works:  but,  nielhmks  his  works,  in  tlie  aggregate  will  | 
he  limited  to  his  faith.  I  can  not  conceive  it  possible  that  1 
man  can  act  delilierately  and  voluntarily,  without  having  j 
some  object  or  end  in  view  which  he  designs  to  accom-  ;j 
plish.  If  so,  then  he  must  have  faith  inseparably  con-  ; 
nected  with  his  designs,  in  order  to  enanrt  the  propriety  I 
of  the  means  eqiployed. 


I  speak  not  now  of  infatuation.  Where  there  is  no  ' 
reason,  there  can  be  no  principle,  and  where  there  is  I 
no  reflection,  there  can  be  no  living  faith  to  assist  man  ! 
in  his  actions.  But  I  speak  of  him  who  acts  aAer  ma- 1 
tiire  reflection.  He  has  satisfied  himself,  (whether  his  | 
judgment  be  right  or  wrong)  that  his  plans  are  feasible  I 
and  his  desires  proper,  and  he  proceeds  in  the  accom- 1 1 
plishnient  of  his  designs.  The  conclusion  is  apparent,  ji 
The  man  who  would  act  justly,  must  act  understand- 
ingly,  and  from  a  .settled  motive.  That  motive  can  be 
manifested  to  the  world  only  by  the  conduct  which  at¬ 
tends  it.  Hence  he  only  has  the  true  faith,  who  is  faith¬ 
ful  in  righteousness;  and  he  only  is  good  who  does 
good,  the  professions  of  men  to  the  contrary  notwith. 
standing.  So  endeth  the  first  lesson.  A.  R.  B. 

TO  THE  UNIVERSALIST  PUBLIC. 

It  was  a  year  ago  last  Jnne,  that  I  entirely  ceased 
preaching,  or  taking  any  part  in  public  .speaking.  This 
step  was  taken  reluctantly,  and  only  from  a  sense  of 
duty — a  full  conviction  that  I  could  never  hope  for  a 
perfect  restoration  to  health,  while  I  continued  the 
practice  of  public  speaking.  In  November  last,  I  sailed 
fur  the  West  Indies,  and  did  not  return  home  from 
thence  until  about  the  first  of  June,  hoping  that,  by 
spending  the  Winter  in  a  tropical  climate,  and  wholly 
abstaining  from  public  speaking,  my  health  would  be 
so  far  restored,  or  the  di.seaso  of  the  throat  (chronic 
bronchitis)  so  far  removed,  that  I  could  again  resume 
and  continue  my  professional  labors.  I  siifTered  le.ss 
from  the  disease  while  at  the  South,  than  I  usually  do 
in  this  cold  and  variable  climate ;  and  on  my  return  I 
preached  a  few  times,  not  only  to  comply  with  the  ear¬ 
nest  solicitations  and  gratify  the  wishes  of  friends,  but  to 
ascertain  by  experiment  whether  I  could  safely  and  per¬ 
manently  resume  the  practice. 

Tae  effect  of  these  few  times  of  public  speaking  was 
decidedly  bad  and  seriously  injurious  to  the  throat;  and 
I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  refuse  compliance  with  ' 
all  requests  that  are  made  to  me  to  preach,  or  speak  at  j 
all  in  public.  This  notice  is  made  public,  that  my 
AI.-  I.  g......lly  Uiiuw  the  true  stale  of  the  ca.se, 

and  particularly  for  the  information  of  those  friends, 
whether  remote  or  near,  who  frequently  send  for  me  to 
go  and  preach  with  them,  or  attend  funerals,  etc.  It  is 
with  grief  I  am  compelled  to  give  this  notice,  and  to  re¬ 
fuse  all  similar  requests.  Did  my  health  allow,  I  should 
still  continue  to  obey  such  calls,  and  that  too  with  the 
greate.st  pleasure.  ,My  voice  would  still  be  raised  in  ^ 
behalf  of  the  great  salvation.  The  theme  is  as  dear  to  j 
me  as  ever,  and  I  still  cherish  some  hope,  though  it  be  | 
but  faint,  that  I  shall  some  day  be  so  far  restored  as  to  ! 
sound  once  more  the  Clospel  trump  on  the  walls  of  our  | 
Zion.  But  this  is  known  only  to  the  all-wise  Disposer  ' 
of  all  events.  “The  Judge  of  all  the  earth  will  do  I 
right;”  and  it  becomes  me  to  say,  “  his  will  be  done.’’ 

Utica,  August  I’d,  D.  Skinner.  j 

LOVE  A.ND  FEAR. 

Fear  moves  in  the  heart  and  heeds  the  whirlwind 
there — love  breathes  upon  the  soul,  and  all  is  calm  as  j 
the  Summer  sky.  Fear  rears  a  bloody  shrine  and  sac- 1' 
rifices  to  .Moloch  and  in  the  valley  of  Hinnom — love  i' 
wreathes  flowers  .iroiind  the  altar,  kindles  a  pure  flame, : 
and  offers  grateful  incense.  Fear  sweeps  with  a  rude  il 
and  hurried  hand  the  chords  of  the  soul,  crushing  out 
wild  discord  in  its  strength — love  touches  it  with  angel 
fingers,  and  draws  out  all  the  sweet  music  of  the  iiistrii- 
ment.  E.  H.  C. 


There  is  yet  a  large  amount  due  me,  in  the  aggregate, 
from  a  great  number  of  individuals,  for  this  paper,  *| 
while  I  was  the  publisher,  prior  to  the  year  1836.  To 
the  individuals,  the  sums  due  are  small.  But  to  me  the 
aggregate  is  quite  too  large  to  lose.  And  surely  I  have 
waited  long  enough.  Will  not  my  old  debtors  remem- . 
ber  the  apostle’s  injunction,  “  owe  no  man  any  thing  but '' 


to  love,”  and  immediately  discharge  their  obligations  to 
me  ?  Will  not  agents  see  to  the  collection  of  bills  in 
their  hands  due  to  me,  and  have  the  accounts  closed  a? 
once,  and  without  further  delay? 

There  are  also  several  accounts  due  me  for  books  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  ..which  ought  at  once  to  be 
settled.  And  I  would  particularly  invite  attention  to  the 
.Memoir  of  Rev.  John  Freeman.  Tliough  the  greater 
part  of  the  edition  of  this  valuable  work  has  been  distri. 
bitted  into  the  hands  of  preachers  and  other  agents,  I 
have  not  yet  received  money  enough  to  refund  what 
was  advanced  for  paper,  printing,  binding,  etc. ;  while 
the  widow  has  yet  received  nothing  from  the  sale  of  the 
work.  I  think  if  we  had  returns  for  all  that  have  been 
sold  by  agents,  it  would  pay  the  expenses  of  the  publi- 
cation,  and  perhaps  leave  something  for  the  widow. — 
Have  agents  disposed  of  all  the  books  they  can  ?  Will 
they  not  make  another  effort  to  sell  what  they  have  on 
hand,  and  at  least  make  returns  and  payment  for  all  they 
have  sold  7  Are  you  a  preacher?  a.sk  your  congregation 
to  give,  each  of  them,  fifty  cents  for  the  benefit  of  the 
deserving  widow  and  orphans  of  onr  late,  lamented  Br. 
Freeman,  and  receive  in  return  therefor  a  book  (the 
.Memoir)  worth  double  the  money.  Brethren,  let  us 
immediately  hear  from  yon  on  the  above  subjects,  and 
oblige  Your  obedient  servant,  D.  Skinner. 

Utica,  August  EkA,  1K19. 

I  NEW  BOOKS. 

Just  received,  Favnv,  and  other  poems,  by  Halleck. 

Sunday  evening  reflections. 

Wallace  on  the  eye — ^2d  edition. 

Nursery  Songs,  hy  .Mrs.  Follen.  This  is  the  fourth 
volume  of  a  library  for  Little  Folks,  published  by 
Cohnan. 

Also,  Colman’s  .Monthly  .Miscellany  for  August. 

G. and  H. 

C  tl  E  N  A  N  t;  O  ASSOCIATION 

Special  Notice. — Whereas  the  regimental  training 
takes  place  in  IVmghampton  on  September  .'Uh.  the 
Chenango  Association  will  meet  on  Tursdatf  and  Wed- 
nesilay,  the  3<l  and  -Ith  days  of  September,  instead  of 
the  4tii  and  ."ith  as  heretofore  noticed.  The  writer  ex¬ 
pects  to  be  present,  further  notice  next  week. 

« _ A.  B.  G. 

Br.  O.  Wilcox,  designs  to  visit  Illinois  tlic  coming 
Fall,  and  will  be  happy  to  fulfil  any  appointments  which 
may  be  desired  on  his  route.  He  will  probably  be  in 
Cleveland  the  beginning  of  October  next,  and  from 
thence  proceed  to  Kushville,  Ills.,  by  the  iiio.st  direct 
route.  Those  friends  who  desire  an  appointment  for 
preaching  will  plea.se  address  him  at  Cleveland. 
_ A.  R  B 

R  E  L I GIOUS  NOT  ICES. 

There  will  be  preaching  next  Sunday,  by  Br.  1’. 
Ci.owEs,  in  Marshall — Br.  T.  D.  Cook,  in  Clinton — 
Br.  T.  B.  Th.wer,  of  Lowell,  .Mass.,  in  this  city. 

There  w4l  be  preaching  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  by  Br.  Grosh,  at  Smithville  Flats,  rhenaiigo 
coiintv — Br.  HAYWARn,in  Champion,  and  in  Carthage 
at  .">  I*.  M. — Br.  Gage,  in  the  Univcrsalist  mermng 
house,  New-IIartford,  and  near  Mason's  Factory  at 
o'clock,  1*.  .M.,  and  on  each  alternate  Sunday  through 
the  year — Br.  D.  Bidpi.ecom.  at  Knoxville,  sickne.ss 
prevented  him  from  fulfilling  his  former  appointment 

There  will  be  preaching  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
September,  by  Br.  N.  Brown,  at  Tiilly.  and  on  the  se¬ 
cond  Sunday* in  e.ach  month  thereafter  until  fiirtlier 
notice. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  .Allegany  As¬ 
sociation  will  be  held  in  the  town  of  Independence,  on 
the  fourth  Saturday  and  follow  ing  Sunday  in  September. 

The  Caviiga  .Association  meets  in  Genoa,  on  the 
fourth  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  September. 

The  Steuben  .Association  will  meet  in  Kennedyville, 
on  the  second  AVednesday  and  Thursday  in  September. 

The  Ontario  .Association  will  meet  in  W olcott,  on  the 
first  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  September  next. 

LETTERS  CONTAINING  REMITTANCES, 
Received  at  this  office  since  the  publication  of  our  last  paper. 

Rev  A  C  B.  lIoiBor— Rev  C  8  B,  Upper  I,i*le,  for  E  G,  J  K  and 
C  B— Rev  O  \V,  Greenville,  for  self  and  G  W  D — P  M,  Flavenna, 
for  F  L— P  M,  New  Windsor,  for  D  L  8— E  E  B,  Kellofxavilie, 
for  self,  R  B  and  8  E— P  M,  Millfrrove,  for  LT — .A  8,  Brownville, 
fbr  self,  N  P,  E  M,  A  H,  R  E,  G  W  B  and  8  S. 
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EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


POETRY. 

Fer  the  Mif  utiae  AdToetU. 

SING  THE  SWEET  PiEAN. 

•  •¥  Kill  UAVKl  EOOLEITON. 

O.  naf  the  iweet  poea  of  loie  ind  lalviliiMi ! 

For  troth  ii  prerailiop  (tie  uitiooi  araoDg — 

Anie,  erery  heart  in  luhlilhe  aderatioa, 

Rejoice,  for  in  eriiuipicioai  ii  cone. 

Already  the  people,  in  love,  are  beginning 
To  worihip  Arhoeah  ia  ipirit  and  trath ; 

The  voice  of  the  Goipel,  divinely  ii  winning 
The  lotili  of  the  agej,  ind  hearti  of  the  yonlb. 

Behold,  what  ■  change  in  the  moral  creation, 

By  trath’a  plaatie  hand  haa  been  wrought  in  our  land! 

Around  ui  are  beaming  her  bright  icintillationa — 

Her  crown  ii  unfading — her  empire  thall  eland. 

O,  ling  the  awect  pman — fbr  rich  benediction*. 

Mere  ample  than  dew  drop*  descend  ou  the  world! 

The  mercy  of  hcaveu  ahall  know  no  reairiction, 
lu  baanert  of  love  oser  aH  are  unfurled. 

The  mind  long  confin’d  in  the  prison  of  error, 

Haa  found  manumiaeion,  and  baaks  in  the  light. 

The  beoma  of  aalvalifni,  where  vieiona  of  terror 
Are  never  display'd  to  the  ideal  sight. 

The  heraldt  of  Zion,  arrayed  with  salvation. 

Sweet  tidings  of  gladness  proclaim  in  our  ear; 

And  Jesus,  the  Saviour  and  Prince  of  the  nations. 

In  accents  of  mercy  forbids  us  to  fear. 

O,  aiag  the  sweet  pa-an  of  love  and  salvation. 

And  soar  on  the  pinion*  of  mercy  and  truth. 

And  rest  on  the  broad  and  unbounded  foundation, 
Reared  by  the  Redeemer  on  pillars  of  truth. 

We’ll  aiag  the  sweet  pa'iin,  and  praise  our  Creator, 

In  life’s  fading  region,  until  we  shall  rise. 

Array’d  in  the  garb  of  a  supernal  nature. 

And  sing  with  the  angels  in  yon  glorious  skies. 

•German,  Jitar,  1839. 

THE  TWILIGHT  HOUR. 

The  hues  of  parting  day 
Are  fading  in  the  West 
And  now  the  twilight  gray 
Invites  the  ewaio  to  rest; 

A  welcome  pause,  a  moment  given 
To  lift  the  thoughts  from  earth  to  heaven. 

• 

Now  memory  wake*  the  grief— 

The  j*>y«  long,  long  gone  by  : 

Nor  heeds  the  rustling  Ic.if— 

The  brecao’s  gentle  sigh : 

Dreams  of  the  post,  that  comr  with  power. 

To  haunt  us  ut  the  twilight  hour. 

Riae.  grov’ler !  stay  iiu  lion’ ; 

But  stretch  thy  feeble  wings. 

And  strive  by  faith  to  soar 
Above  terrestrial  things. — 

Where  morn,  and  lUHin,  and  tw  ilight  gray. 

Are  loat  in  one  eternal  day. 

SONNET. 


Oh,  'twill  he  over  soon — tin*  siekly  dream 
Of  life  will  vanish  from  my  biverish  brain  ; 

And  death  iny  wearied  spirit  will  rede<'m 
From  Ibis  wild  region  of  unvaried  pain. 

Yon  brook  will  glide  us  softly  as  Iwfore— 

Yon  landscape  smile — yon  gulden  harvest  glow  ; 

Yon  sprightly  lark  on  niouiiliiig  w  ing  w  ill  soar. 

When  iny  sad  name  is  heard  i.o  more  below. 

I  aigli,  when  all  iny  youllilul  fiiends  caress— 

They  laugh  in  health  and  future  evils  brave ; 

Them  shall  a  wife  and  smiling  children  Ideas, 

While  I  lira  mouldering  in  my  silent  grave. 

God  of  the  just !  lliou  gaiest  the.  bitter  cup; 

1  bow  to  thy  behest,  and  drink  it  up. 

FANATICISM,, 

The  religion  tliut  Chri.st  came  to  eKte.bliah,  does  nol 
exact  Uiat  gloomy,  monkish  austerity  from  iu  votaries 
th.it  is  often  c.xhihited ;  tliat  nie8.<age  of  glad  tidings 
ahould  inspire  us  with  other  feelings  than  those  of  the 
most  aombre,  melancholy  hue.  I.s  there  not  a  joy  in 
knowing  that  there  is  endicati.  tiiispeukahle  huppiness 
provided  for  every  one  who  wiH  receive  it,  that  “  who- 
evei  will  may  come  Then  why  lead  the  inijiiircr 
info  fields  of  dieorciical  speculation,  terrify  him  with 
1  ireata,  perplt*x  him  with  doubts,  or  plunge  him  into 


'  despocdeacy,  with  the  niostdiamal  forebodiiiga  T  Re-  I  In  Oaineaville,  July  4ih,  by  Rev.  W.  E.  Manley,  m, 
ligioD,  where  the  mind  isinfioenced  by  cenimon  wsnw,  i  Hiram  C.  Smith,  of  Waraaw,  to  Misa  Mart  HAWnr,of 
:  doea  not  deinabd  that  we  practice  penance  and  luortifi-  '  ‘he  former  place. 

'  cation,  and  deapiae  the  good  thinga  which  a  kind  Prov  i-  i|  In  Perry,  Annst  »ih,  by  Rev.  R.  Barnes,  Mr.  J*bm  r 
dence  haa  heatowedupou  na;  but  on  the  contrary,  ii  is  Burr,  to  Miaa  Chari.ottk  B.  Patcije.v,  all  of  Perry, 
impioua  to  put  too  low  an  estimate  upon  the  honniies  j  In  Geneva,  July  4ih,  by  Rev.  O.  Ackley,  Mr.  Amau 
which  he  has  thrown  around  us.  W  e  may  use  the  Nii.sog,  to  Misa  Mart  A.a.v  CucNTRyMA.i,  both  of  Man- 
things  oftliia  world  in  such  a  way  as  may  contribute  to  1  rheaier. 

our  own,  and  to  others’  permnnent  comfort ;  being  ever  ij  — -  _  .  —  .  .. 

mindful  of  the  Giver,  and  of  our  arcoiintability  to  him.  ^  DEATHS. 

It  ia  a  trail  in  the  mental  character  of  man,  to  run  into  ]  - - —  . 

extravagances,  to  be  led  astray  by  the  wild  vagaries  of'  Richfield,  by  drowning,  on  Sunday,  the  4th  inst.  Mr 
wayward  fancy,  uiiintlncnced  by  the  sober  dictates  of  ^  Nicholas  Utt,  a  German  by  birth,  ot  tmo.!  characie’r  ami 
common  sense.  This  frailty  of  our  iialiirc  has  been  I.  babiia,  sged  about  22  years,  who  had  cross  .  1  the  *■  world  of 
manifested  in  all  countries,  and  in  all  ages,  from  the  most  jj  waters*’  to  be  drowned  in  a  mill  pond,  ere  be  had  breathed 
remote  antiquity  ;  and  there  has  not  been  in  any  place,  at  '  the  luxnrinni  breeze  of  90  Summer  days  in  the  landof  free- 
any  time,  the  most  ridiculous,  or  the  most  absurd  no- 1  dom.  The  morning  sun  that  shone  upon  his  coumenance, 
tions  in  politics  or  religion,  but  have  found  their  udvo-  beaming  with  health  and  vigor,  before  be  bad  sunk  behind 

e.,..  n,„..  .r  ,h. J;; 

•««.  We  h«,e  but  lo  |,era.e  Ihc  ii.t.iry  i.l  uiir  oni.  | 

I  country,  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  proneness  ofji  gympathy  over  the  lowlv  mnand.  The  funeral  was  attend- 
our  species  to  embrace  the  most  futialical,  and  foolish,  |:  p’a  at  C  o’clock,  P.  M..  o'f  the  same  day,  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
and  inconsistent  notions  that  ever  entered  the  mind  of,  Braman,  where  a  select  portion  of  Scripture  was  reml.  a 
I  man.  And  for  this  ive  need  not  go  back  many  years —  ,  word  of  exhortation  given,  and  a  short  prayer  olfered,  by 
I  the  events  of  oiir  own  times,  in  our  own  day  and  gene- '  the  writer.  J.  S.  Kinai. 

ration,  are  fraught  with  stiperstitioii  and  phreiisy;  and  jl  In  Cobleskill,  Schoharie  co.,  August  4th,  at  the  residence 
I  whiit  is  very  singular,  every  deluded  sect  cljim.s  to  be  j  of  her  son,  Jonah  Westover,  Estj.,  Mrs.  Ask.vath  AVksto 
I  Divinely  insptred,  and  to  derive  its  doctrines  from  the  '  vr.R.  aged  A”,  years.  She  died  as  she  had  lived  for  nearly 
same  blessed  volume.  Fanaticism  is  contagions,  and  ,  die  last  half  century,  a  firm,  consistent,  and  prartiral  Le- 
,  those  whojiave  uniformly  led  a  life  of  con.-is-.ency,  1  de^er  in  the  rest.tut.on  of  all  things,  spoken  by  the  momb 
I  and  been  noted  fur  their  gooilsen.se,  no  sooner  enter  |  °  s  o  y  prop  e  since  lewori  egnn.  ^  ^ 

!  the  charmed  ciicle,  than  the  wildest  enthusiasm  takes ‘j  ,,  o..,  t 

i  possession  of  their  minds,  and  governs  all  their  actions. ;!  McDonough,  August  i  ,  rs.  live 
J.  II  I  .1  1  ®  •  .1  ''33  vears.  She  has  left  a  husband  and  two  children  to 

Generally,  however,  they  who  are  fana  icsin  one  thing,  n  consolations  of  the 

I  are  laiiatics  in  w  imtever  else  their  minds  become  inga  '  ^  j,e  a  comfort  to  them  in  their  afflictions.  amlLe 

j  ged;  the  same  individual  w  ill  be  luctioiis  in  politics,  an  j|,p  means  of  leadintr  them  nearer  to  the  fountain  of  peace 
I  exclusive  in  diet,  and  a  zaalol  in  religion.  Every  prill-  '  g^d  salvation.  I  visited  Mrs.  Jacobs  a  few  days  before  her 
I  cipic  by  them  must  he  pushed  to  extremes;  they  are  i' death,  and  found  that  her  greatest  consolation  was  in  the 
;  the  uUta  refurniers  of  the  age,  tlie  radicals  of  the  nine-  pinmises  of  Heaven.  She  wished  me  to  address  the  peo- 
teeiitii  century  ;  they  would  have  a  man  confine  himself  pie  at  her  funeral,  and  inform  them  that  she  died  a  firm  be- 
I  to  a  diet  of  bread  and  water,  devote  his  whole  time  lo  never  in  the  reslitnlion ;  which  1  did,  assisted  in  the  serve 
'  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  day,  and  literally  “  pray  !  j!”  f>y  Mr.  Densmore  of  the  Methodist  persuasion  m  an  sf 
I  -.1  *  o  I  1  la-  !i  ;  feciionaie  i)rav‘?r  to  Heaven  for  a  blessinc  to  rent  upon  us 

without  ceasing.  hneh  are  to  lie  commended  lor  their  n  j^e  services,  in  a  prayer  by  Elder 

I  philantiiropy— lor  their  honest  desire  to  heneht  man-  Re.met,  of  the  Baptist  order,  I  was  led  to  r  fleet  on  the 
I  kind,  hut  they  are  lo  he  pitied  for  their  lack  of  discre-  ;  vanity  of  tlie  professions  of  men;  for  when  we  have  reasou 
I  tiou.  Their  urglimetits  and  exaniplus  operate  upon  all  *'  m  expect  the  olive  brawh  of  peace,  we  are  ofl'ered  the 
I  who  do  not  become  their  disciples,  like  negalive  elec- ''  glove  of  contention  at  a  time  when  it  is  known  that  a  reply 
’  tricity — driving  each  other  farther  asunder. — Philonfhy  '  can  not  be  given  consistent  with  the  rules  of  propriety. 
of  Licing.  ji  C-  Brows. 

I  _ _ _  In  Triangle,  Broome  county,  July  2.'>th,  Mr.  G I DKO.N  Ba- 

COMMUNION  WITH  GOD  KKB,  aged  74  years,  formerly  fiom  Lebanon,  N  H.  He  had 

1  ^  .  I  ^  resident  of  this  county  34  years,  and  for  more  than 

I  What  more  conducive  lo  oiir  happine.as  and  whiit  20  vears  p»*‘  •  Bv.n  and  consistent  believer  in  the  restiiu- 
I  greater  source  of  ple.isure  and  iiisiriiclion.  I^an  to  hold  ''  1o»»  his  family,  to  the  Universalist  society  in 

Ii  conimiiiiiun  with  the  Father  of  onr  spirits!  To  turn  !•*'’'.*  pi“cy,  and  uommnniiy  at  large,  is  great.  He  was  a 

I  our  hacks  for  a  time,  upon  the  cngros.sing  cares  of  a!i'"“j’*V?  ■'‘'end  to  the  human  race.  The  funeral  was  st- 

tiotsy  world,  and  bring  our  thoughU  and  onr  devotions  ;;  dfe  Warnhman  and  Trumpet  copy  for  ffle  benefit  of 

II  to  the  l  aliii  aiul  grand  repose  ol  iiatiiie’s  iiistriiclions, ,  connections  in  that  region  ? 

and  through  them  to  iiatiire^s  Autlior.  \V  ho  does  nut  i  t  n  /»  i 

I,  love  lo  steal  away  from  the  excitement-s  and  passions  of  '  ,  in/r/T"  fn"  ’  I'o 

•i.„  ....  .la  1  u  .1  c  c  1  *  J  ..  '  LARK.na,  daughter  of  Lemuel  bwift,  aged  9  years.  The 

j  the  world,  and  quench  the  fever  of  assiduous  devotions  f„neral  was  attended  on  the  following  day.  anJ a  discourse 
j  to  Its  interests,  in  the  contemplation  ol  the  loveliness, ;;  delivered  by  the  writer.  Also,  on  the  23d  of  April,  by  the 
j  peace,  in  the  harmony  displayed  in  the  works  of  the  !  same  disease,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Lemuel  SSw  ifi,  aged 
I  Creator  ?  And  thus  lo  hold  intercourse  with  the  Spirit  :  about  6  years.  A  few  days  previon.s  to  the  death  of  those 
'  of  onr  spirits — to  commune  with  iiulder  things  than  earth  ij  children,  the  father-in-law  and  a  son  of  about  12  years,  was 
I  atfords.  It  is  through  the  medium  of  his  works  tliat  the  i  circle.  Thus  in  the  space 

!  Creator  deligliUs  lo  hold  converse  with  his  creatures.—  ,''’''  ®  weeks,  has  this  afflicted  family  been  deprived  of 
I  The  voice  of  inspiration  is  lieard  ail  around  us-iii  the  '  *^"7  ‘be  consolations  of  the  Gospel, 

i  most  solitary  and  desolate  places  of  earth  we  hear  the  '  .7"  r  J  ^  hearts  of  the  cb.  dren  of  men.  be 

'  ^  i  r  t-  earuj,  wc  nc.ir  irit  their  comfort  and  support,  until  they  shall  join  the  spirits 

I  n  itiiig  suitnds  of  onr  I  ather  s  inslriiction — we  read  the  of  those  loved  ones  in  the  mansions  of  bliss. 

II  solenifi  and  imp<)i  tant  lessons  of  w  isdom,  and  truth,  an  I  'j  -  J.  D.  Hicks. 

I  love.  Fspeviully  does  the  retiirniiig  energies  of  iiatiiie,  ,  in  Xewville,  May  13ih,  of  scarlet  fever,  James  Herbert. 

in  tliid  \eriiul  pifusoii,^  rtMiniul  us  thnt  ihe  and  only  »on  of  James  and  I^liza  Mattiflon,  at^ed  J  year.  A  dis* 

i  extensive  voliinie  of  the  l)i\  ine  goodness,  is  again  open-  course  was  delivered  to  the  afflicted  parents  and  sympaihi- 
I  ed  for  our  ailmiration  and  profit.  Who  does  not  delight  [  s'"?  friend*,  on  the  following  day,  by  the  writer  ;  this  oeing 
‘  to  hold  commiiiiioli  with  the  spirit  of  the  .-reasons.  u*ikI  '  third  aiM)  last  child  that  has  by  death  been  called  awiy. 
i  let  tile  heart  and  alfections  go  out  in  gratitude  liid'  love  "  ®  sympathise  with  them  in  their  loss,  hut  we  Lope 

to  the  Auihoi  of  all  beings  f  Welcome  again  the  spirit  '  ‘';ei»*  lo*-*  jsihe  gain  of  those  little  loved  ones  who  now 

and  inspiration  of  Sumitier  !  Welcome  "his  season  of  f*'**'’^  “■«, “7*  ‘1'“‘  '""1^  ‘‘“I®  children , mo 

'grateful  eommuuiou  with  our  Father  above,  and  onr  i  _ ^*  ^  ” 

I  kilidrcJ  oil  cQrtli.  AIhv  devotion  iiisDire  oiir  lip:irt«  . ; 
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'  would  yon  feed  them  ?”  asked  lloh.  ••  I’d  tiirii  them  No  subscription  received  for  less  than  one  yew, 
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